


An lnlroJuclion fo

Source Malerial on

Moclern lmlian “islorv






Source Material

o

Modern Indian History

RAM PANDE
MA,PhD

R
AN EDITED
Shodhalk Publication



AN INTRODUCTION TO SOURCE MATERIAL
ON MODERN INDIAN HISTORY

Ldted by
Dr RAM PANDE

© Shodhak

First Published 500/1976

Price Rs Twenty only

Published by ¢
SHODHAK

A Journal of Hustorical Rescarc
D-159 Bapunagar

JATPUR 302004 (INDIA)

Printed by

AJUNTA PRESS
JALPUR 302003 (INDIA)



A FRIEND OF FRIENDS

MOHAN CHHANGANI







EDITORIAL

History can not be regaraed as an specialized
suby.ct of mterest only to the historians It 15 one
of the forms of disciplined research which concerns
usall 1t satisfies the cunosity of human mind and
orientates 1tself 1n the world Through history
we look for an understanding of unfolding past and
guide hmes to our future

Britishers mntroduced here the modern
scientific writings of history and historical resexrch
but their's was motwated Indian historians hike
Jadunath Sarkar, S G Sardesa;, Nilkanth shashtri
etc followed the lwe and explored quite a lot of

research material  Butit was only ten percent of
this treasure

India possesed unity 1n diversity 1 all fields
and so mn 1ts hustorical Materials Every regron of In-
dra 1s full of its rich hstory and historical materal

‘We are introducing here some of the research
miteral with 1ts critical analysis avaslable at
National Archives of India, New Delhi, British
Museum London, Assam secretariate, Nagpur



depository and other related places It 1s hoped that
researchers would be benefited by our efforts

We gratefully acknowlege the help,
encouragement and cooperation received from the
persons, worth mentioning Shri Bryendra Singh,
T A S Labour Commussioner Rajasthan, Shri Ishwar
Chandra Shrivastava IAS Dy Secretary to the
Government of Rajasthan and Shrr Jagdish
Chandra Shrivastava Librarian, National Archives
of India, New Dellu

—Ram Pande
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Freedom Struggle in India
During 1830-31

{A Survey of Proscribed Literature)
H L Bhaskar

The British Gavernment of India 1n course of the sup
pression of the political movements for liberation of the
country at that time bestdes other meausures also banned a
large number of the literature during 1930-31  The British
Government of India banned and confiscated thousands of
controversial books tracts and newspapers during its rule
This Iiterature covers vanety of subjects including rebigious
debate communal relations, congress activities communism
revoluliomsm the general categones of history, bibliography
and fictton Till recently thus litrature remamned completely
unexplored as a set of source material on political and religiors
developmen*s 10 Indian subcontinent during British regime
Thanks to the sense of p 108 of the ad this
escaped the on slaughts ot political and admimistrative changes
acd now are open for consuitation in the Nation § Archives of

India New Delln, India Office Library, Londdn and British
Museum London

A survey of Indian nstory doring thirties will unmistak
ably show that 1t has beerf a very crowded decade specially for
pol tical and admisstrative events It bas witnessed much
constitutignal activity, perhaps the most mowentons announ
cement of policy ever made by Great Brtamn to India It kas
seen considerable mdustrial and commercial actiity along
with nising prices entailing distress to the poorer class, because
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of economic depression  Both on account of the magmtued
of the changes and the 1mportance of the events by which 1t
has been characterised the pertod under focus ranks perhaps
among the most notable years 1o the hustory of India

The poltical philosophy ernuncrated by the leaders lihe
Gandhi and Nehru after much experimentation with the Indian
Masses and the Br tish attitude towards the politseal activittes
of those leaders on the one hond and endeavour to bring con
stitutional changes In the political and admimstratne set up on
the other, resulted in various conflicts in the pohitical life of
Todia  The strains and stresses resulted 1n action and counter
action of the political parties and Government in the form of
various political movements and repressive measures of the
Government

A mention can be made of Civil Disobedience Movement
Opposttion to the Jomnt Parlrament Committee on Constitu
tional movement and Violent Revolutionary activaities It was
obvious for the Government to supre s ruthlessly every atte
mpt pf any political party to disobey Government orders with
aview to distodge the orderly Government and prevent any
violent activity, 1f necessary by calling up troops and the entire
machivery of Jaw and order at 1ts command

The survey of the history of this period on the baus of
Proscribed biter ture will ajso thron light on the political
attitude of the masses as well as Brtish attitude towards the
people of India  The aim of the polincal movement was to
pbtam complete independence for India by peaceful non-co

P or aivil disob or Satyagraba movements and
attitude of Bratish Government %as to maintain complete Jaw
and order and mtroduce constitutional reforms gradually with
8 view to keep Inda within British Empire

The miost remarkable featu e of all the actvities duriog
this decade has been 2 shuft of the centre of movement from
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urban to rural areas The political philosophy and program
mes of the vartous political parties started reaching and
D the min  C Tidated 1 eities the move
ment for political independ loped ated and
diffused with the masses in villages of Indla 1t appeared to
Govt the cause of politsical freedom had been taken up by the
common man by and large  The enthusiasm  urge and deter
mination with the unity of purpose had never been experien
ced by Indm, expect the up heaval of 1857 as was visible
durmg this period  The movement and 1ts  suppression resul-
ted m greater intensity of further movement The supression
of one form of political activity resulted 1o the manifesiation
of many other political activities Iike a flood river flowing
into number of streams after getting some obstruction
the stream of political movement v Indra divided aself into
10 numberable stream of different kinds of activities after the
Government suppression Mass movement Boy Cott of foreign
goods refusal of payment of agriculatural rent and revenue

prcheting on hquor shops orenmg of national edcuatiopal
centres, discarding Gavernment jobs, courts, educational msti

tutions and foreign cloths, wearing of khadr courting arrests or
contesting Assembly elections to  wreck the constitution from
withtp etc were all directed towards the same  goal indepen

dence from foreign rule  Literates and illiterates  educated
and uneduated big and small, nch and poor, childern woman
and elders were all affected alike

‘The literature of this period has also not lagged behind
It bas fuily reflected the mood of the people engaged in the
political movement 4t that time
time move side by side
other

Literature and spint of the
Both are comphimentary to each
The literature 1s 1oflueced by the events of the day
and the events mn turn are influenced by the Iiterature of the
time  The lterature of twepties which was urban m
character and meant for elite got converted mto rural for
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the common man  the man o the street i thirhes  Most
of the Iiterature produced at this pertod 15 regronal langua

ges i the very language of the common man as spoken
by him There 15 only one stram 1n 1, that 1s of nationalism
and there 1s only one purpose behind 1t spread of the
gospel of liberation from the foreign rule The nfluence
of thus literature on the mind of the masses was not unknown
to British Government of India They were fully aware on the
1mpact of this hiterature and that was why they took imme
diate steps to stop 1ts distribution or spread of thrs Literature
The moment 1t was proscribed the hide and seek game
started between the publishers, public and the government

Publication Proscription, disapp and reapp of the
Literature in the form of collection of songs pamphlets books

stories novels biographies histories news papers, handbills,
magazines, was the order of the day It appeared as if there
was noend to1t The clertness and vigilence of the Govern

ment apd promptness of the public were competitive Changmg
names of publishers and places of publications are clear
indications that caught at one places they appeared repeatedley
with a different pame title and author at another place imme

drately The spint of nationalism spread Like wild fire without
any mass media such as wide circulation of newspapers ridio

T V The spinit of national integration which 1s being sought
after so much these days was readily availabie durmg those
days of struggle for freedom  The songs of patriotism and
self sacrifice were sung dur ng social functions and religious
gatherings  They had become the part of life  Every one was
proud of this preserve The Government was helpless 10 sappre

ssing this literature  From North to Soath from East to West

this type of literature was produced 1n almost all the regonal
Janguages and dilect of India

The British Government mght have succeeded 10 sup
ssing this iterature but they have certainly helped to preseeve
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1t for postersty by getting 1t prosenbed and deposied in the
National Archives of India, India Office Library and British
Museum  This can prove, and s rather proving, a rare set of
source materials for wrniting Indian history tn recent times

That the real and authentic hustory of & countey can be
best written by 1ts own people, the history of India need
reanting and retaterpretation by its own men  So far the
history of India has been only natrative of the polit cal events
and the activities of administration and political leaders The
change for wiiting economic social and cultural history show
1ng the role of common man ts of recent origm and s mostly
welcomed  So far the historian have neglected the contnbution
of common man  villagers, agriculturist and labouc classes
towards the freedom of India  They have sgnored the impact
of political upsurge on hiterature and of hterature on pohtical
behaviour of people It 15 perhaps because contemporary
source material was not available to them  There are two types
of recorded material available for histonans now in addition to
the traditional sources The one ts confidential repcrts on
Natve Newspapers* 1n vernacular | and the other one
ts thig bauned lite ature  Both are now open and available for
use of istonans  They can fill up Jacunna sn the nterpreta
tion of certan events of Indan hustory and its reconstruction

It 15 not ireefevent to mention how thorough was the
British Jaw and what were the standards of banning the hitera
ture The normal channe! way the intelligence agencies got the
Iiterature translated and submitted with their reports to the
Government for reaching & decision  As soon as the decision
was reached there upon, the necessary crders were issued to
the local police to confiscate the stocks at the press or intercept
the remaining copies 1n the mail  But the procedure tended

* See Report on Natine News papers J G Srivastava
Shodhak vol 1 pt B 1072
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to very according to the judgements of local governments
they proscnibed publications for variety of reacons It Ja gely
depended on the nature of pohtical trends and public exaite
ment whatever be the procedure and judgement the whole
process was quite thoroughand efficient »s coyld be seen from
the Government files relating to these proscriptions and Gazette
notifications avatfable in the National Archives of India
New Deths

The purpese of author ts to draw the attentron of the
historians and research scholars to the fact that there 1s a source
matennal  hitherto unknown to them, available to wate the
Indian huistory of twenties and thirties in its night perspective
iustrating the role of the common man too n the attaipment
of the Indtan F'reedom It 15 hoped that more and more scho~
tars will make use of this matenal to bring out a change into
their outlooh  There are more than three thousand stems
available m the Nattonal Archives of India Library 10 vanous
regronal languages which need and await a new interpretation
of Indian political attitude This may perhaps help usn
future to find a solution to many 1lls of dissension the country
1s facing today  This article 1s based on author s dessertation
submutted to the kurukshetra Umiversity where 1t has com
pited 1 short bibhiography on the above subject of 120 entnes
and 1118 not possible to give the full list of the pubhizations
histed be ein By way of example some of the enteies are listed
below and these publications were proseribed by the United
Province Government vide order Dos given agamst the publs
cations A copy of the Government notification along with
seview of the objectionable portions 1s also aited at appentx

A to give 1 ghumpse into the mind of the Government as how
and why such publications were proscribed

Proscribed Publication Order No and Date

1 Adyudaye, 21st Jan  8th May, and 18th May, 1931
2502/VI1I-1270 Dt 18-5-103}
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Pagruana edited by Muhammad Qurban Waris Khan
Waris 368)VI11 28 dt 5-5-1930

3 Ingtlab ke lahar Ed by S P 345/VIII Dt 4-2-1330
A.adi ke Duvare by Vidya Bhaskar 449/VII1 29 Dt 8 2 1930

5 Sardar Bhagat Singh Ram Prasad Bismil 2708/VIfI-1303
Dt 2-6-1931

6  Krantt ke Mandir men Pt 1 by Shri Brahmachan Indra and
Indra Dev Sinha 319/V111-24 Dt 1-2-1830

7 Satyagreh Sangrem by Panna Lal  7093/VIII-1542
Dt 15 12-1930

Other Reference materials :—
India 12 1929-30 1930 31 and 1931-32
Aakors ke bhent by Ram Prasad Bismil (Proscribed Publication)

Agra ke satyagraha ka Jithas {do)

All India Corgress Commatiee Bulletin Tth May 1930 (proscribed)

AICC Bulletin of Information 30tk April 1 30 (do)
APPENDIX A

GOVERNMENT UNITED PROVINCES
No 319jVIIl-24

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Dated February 1st, 1930

NOTIFICATION
MISCELLANEOUS
In exercise of the power conferred by section 99 A of
the Code of Cnimmnal Procedure 189% { Act V of 1898 ) the

Governor 1n Couneil bereby declares to be forfited to His
Majesty every copy of the book n Hindt entitled  Krants ke
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Mandir me¥” (In the Temple of Revolution), part I written by
Shrr Brahmachany Indra editor of Desh Bandhu and Master
Indra Deva Sinha published by Desh Bandhy Pustak Bhandar,
Mainpur and printed by K Pratap Singh at the Desh Bandhu
ponting Works  Mainpun, on th  ground that the said book
contains matter the publ of which 1s p hable under
section 124-A of the Indian Penal Code

By order of the Governor 1n Courcil
S/d JAGDISH PRASAD,

Chief Secretary to Government,
United Provinces

Review of the book 1n Hind1 entitled “Krant: ke Mandir
Men Part 1 written by Shr1 Brahmachart Indra and Indra
Dev Sinha published by Desh Bandhu Pustak Bhandar
Maimnpun (United Province) and printed by K Pratap Singh
at the Desh Bandhu Printing Works Mainpur: 1929

This book gitves hort biography of all those revolution
aries who were connected with Mamnpurt Conspiracy Case
The contents of this book 1t eems have been largely repro
duced from other books and magazines In fact the hives of
Ramprasad Bismil (who was hanged i connection with
Kakon Case) Mukandi Lal (a convict in the kalor Case)
and Genda Lal (leades of the Mampuri Conspiracy) and some
poems have been reprinted from Kakors ke Shahd 2
proscribed book

In the course of a rambling essay the authors say Had
there been a (good) Government 1n India Tilak would have
simply remawned 3 great philiosopher and Mahatma Gandhu
an ascetic and there would have been no necessity for them
to become great reformers And Kanhai  the newly blos
somed flower of Bengal and Bismul the heart of the United
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Provinces would have been regarded s profound students
and lovers of the art so much sacrifice would not have been
called for snd great tender souls need not have died on the
gallows  Had there been nio gunda ray in India  sparhs could
not probably have been produced i different provinces and
probably there would have been no pecessity for lean and
thin men ke me to write such books as ¢ Dl jale ke Augor
Mampurs k chingaryan  Proceeding the authors say
discontent 1s at present prevaihng in India  The Brtish
Goverpment 1s ruling here  Discontent has prevailed among
the people since the very time 1t began to extend its ray (in
India) It was only due to their discontent that the rebellious
sepoys mutineed 1n 1857  No sooner the (? thoughtful)
Indians think of the mean pohicy by which the pre ent Go
vernment spread 1ts ray than therr spint of violenue 15 awake
ned Under this Government neither the poor nor the rich
are happy Even the poor capitalists of this country are
servants  The authors proceed to say that besides the
Congress which does not hope to gam any thing from such ~
corrupt system of government there are other institntions also
which are workwg for the emancipation of the country
Among these are the secret societies ‘Their aim 1s same as
that of the Congress but their methods are different
societies aim o gam ficedom 1n no time
10 enter nto the tsmple of revolution

Great

Secret
1t 1s no easy matter

‘Uncontrolled 2nd
undseiplined youths are rushing towards the temple of revo

Iution but they know not what revolution 1s  Even before
they und rstand its true nature they are led away bv passion

meet with obstacles and fail  Dusguised flowers have no place
1 the temple of revolution Only they can enter thyg who
have recogmzed themselves, who have studied the {? God)

They should remember that they will have 1o gain everything
by thewr own efforts, they will have 10 learn different langua
ges and arts
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Writing hus autobiography Pandit Damms Lalsay “Iwas
the first man to lay the foundation of the temple of revolution
m Munpurt  Iwas then a student of the Government High
School The deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai had stirred the
feelings of the students and they began to show sympathy
with the Bengal revolution by collecting subscriptions for their
defence  We also made up our mind to follow 1n the footsteps
of these revolutions and we began to propagate revoluttonary
ideas through Lalh Lajpat Ra1s Xife of Ma zins and Bankim
Chandra s Arandmetéa In 1014 [ came 1n contact with Pratap
Singh then a teacher in Shikohabad Members were recrmited
and hibraries were opended with a view to faciliate the distnn
bution of revolutionary hiterature  Deva Naramn Sidha Gopal
and others were enlisted as members of our party and the
Mussion High School become a centre of revolutionary
activity  Latter on centres were opencd at Agra Shahjahan
pur and Allahabad

In the course of hs autobiography Thakur Pratap Singh
writes I happencd to read the old files of Hind Kesan It
brought about a revolution 1n my mund and T shifted more
and more towards poliics I flatly refused to serve the mean
Government when my uncle ssked me to join the government
service  While Lving at Shikohabad I met Pandit Damm
Lal and joined the revolutionary party  We recruited mem
‘bers from the school and sent them to other districts  They
worked efficiently and inttiated new recruits  But before they
did so they had to inform us all about them At Jaspur one
of our workers met a Bengali who was tn the pay role of the
Government but he (the worker did not know of this He
recommended him to us but on inquiry we found that he was
aspy Wetned our best to get back those letters that has
pased 1nto hus (spy s) hands but we were only partilly sucess
ful We stopped our activities at Jaipur and I wentto
Shahjahanpur Centers were established at Farrukhabad



23

Bareddly Lakhimpur and Pilibhit We also orgamsgd chonxgi
at Mamnpuni Agrn Cawnpore and other cities Pandit Ge
Lal was a great success  He infused resolutionary spinit |;uo
the minds of hus students one of whom was Mubandi Lal o
brave courageous and self sacrificing soldier of the revolu
tionary party  Genda Lal organized a dacoity but was not
very successful

Our Jetters were opened by the € 1 D inspector Whea
we learnt this, we also arranged to have a look at hus Ietters
before they were delivered tolim Two € 1 D men were
badly beaten one at Mampurs and gnother at Shahjahanpur
Though the Government had information that there wasa
Lonspiracy agaimst it ye. 1t could not hnow much about

us and we were able to distabute revolutionary pamphlets
throughout the province

Dalip Singh  a member of the party was directed to
carry out certain orders of the leader of hus party He was
not 1nchined to do 1t but he hnew that hus refusat would mean
tusdeath so he went to the District Magestrate and divulged
the names of the members of his paity  Asa result of this
houses were searched, ammunitions were recovered and men
were arrested  They were put to much trouble and every

attempt was made to turn them approvers but only three men
became approvers

Shiva Rrisitna, an accused fled from the 33l and was
never aghin caught  Deva Narain Ganga Stngh Rama Prasad
and others absconded  TheG I D mien tried their hard to
arrest them but could notdo so  The absconders had made
such arrangement that they regularly recieved all informatfons
about the movements of the police They were armed and
were prepared for an encounter with the police  They made
arrangements for the defence of the accused and even visited
them in the yait  On several accasions they found themselves
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in diff cutties but alwavs got out of them on account of thesr
presence of mund  They had also planned to murder the
C I D men but the accused did not consent to 1t and so 1t
was abindoned

The book gives & number of poems  copied from the
diary of a re-olutionery * one of which is from  ‘Kabort ke shakid
a proscribed book  There are other poems also from  Kakenike
shakid  The rest of the book pives short sketches of the
Mampurs conspiraicy  There ta nothing worth noting in these
sketches

The book concludes with the remarks that the history of
the Mampun Consparacy Case shows that the necused were
true heros and that their aim was to establish a government
baced on soualism and to remove the corrupt fule The
aceused were charged with sedition and as such were punished
Readers through this book should guess the mentality of the
Government

Translation of certain passages of the book 1n Hinds
entitled ¢ Arants ke Mandir Men Part 1 Pages 34 and 35 (1} A
thorough knewledge of difierent langusges (2} A study of
prehminary and important princples of philosophy (3) Full
develor of one s l§ I and spirtual thoughts by
hving with a staunch and votary of humanity (4) Self restramnt
{8) Resolution  (6) It1s very necessary to have power and
proficiency to understand words of gesticulation  {7) Obe
dience whatsoever the orders may be he should carry them
out without devisting from his principle even though he may
have to suppress the truth of destroy his awn person Iity
{8) Retired life  That 1s he snould never pubhsh hus thoughts
through speech A man fells he says to some one that when
he will do this (%) hnow ledge of arts He should have pro-
fictency 1n architecture and paunting and also in the manufac
ture of arms  (19) He should be a singer and a poct  Itus
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owing to deficiency 1n different accomphshments that the
Indian conspiracies are divulged

Pages 35 and 36 It 15 necessary to mention here that the
T nanes have d since the exp of the rule
of the British Gosernment in different provinces of India The
war that was fought with the English 2t different places
during the days of the Mutiny was not 4 universal on¢  In that
war we generally meet with the history of the folly and
rashne s of the people  But since the Partition of Bengal the
revoluticnaries had begun to agoin strengthen in every pro
vince of India (but) before they had fully developed the
Government turned 1ts attention towards them and began to
crush them badly so much so that many newly blossomed
flowers were hanged  The result of this was that the people
became more enthusiastic and the work of the revolutionarnes
continued somehow or other It was in 1921 that the non
cooperators hoisted the flag of ndependence  People become
very enthusatstic  Most of the students of schools and colle
ges went mad after hiberty and bands of them bzgan to work
n almost every part of India  Had not Gandhi been n power
and control during those days of enthusaism the revolutionary
party mught have very probably brought about rcbellion
througo revolution The fire of enthusiasm had been then
burst out n Mawmpuri al o Great men began to work vigoro
usly and run about here and there even as the sparks fiyin
different directions

Pages 44 and 45 So the English soldiers arrested and
interned him for life at Benares  The blood of the illustrious
Raja Tey Singh boiled as long as he remained in internment
A destre to orush the Dnglish solders was troubhing him but
what could he do It 1s said that during his internment at
Benaras this brave Raja murdered three Englishmen  To the
tast of hus life he played with { brooded over ) serious thought
of revenge At last he died 1n 1899
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Page 52 “Revolution alone 1s hfe 15 1 true principle
Revolution 15 the beauty of life and peace 1s its true 1deal

Page 53 With a view to increase 1ts trade it made up its
mind to ruin the Indian trade and industries Not being satis
fied with imposing fines upon the artisans and reducing them
to poverty it got thewr fingers cut with cruelty and rmned
their finest industries  Then 1t ruined the capitalists and the
landlords of Inda and pr d Christianity by separating
brothers and sisters mothers and sons and husbands and
wives so that religious properity may be destroyed But now
the Indians were also awakening

Page 53 and 54 As a result of this the Mutiny of 1857
broke out  But this too was unsucessful  The fire of revolu
tion cooled down among the Indtans  The slumbering wave
of revolution has agamn begun to stir since the days of Part
tion The Swadesh: movement was started to stop the Parn
tion of Bergal It was then that the Indians came to know
that England had forgotten her duty n her seifishness she
was 11l disposed sin has taken root 1n her heart and that we
shauld get nid of her in some way or other With these objects
in view the Indian youths began to be active and revolutronary
nstitutsons great and small were established throughout India
For sometime they worked secretly Only they who could
sacrifice themselves could become members of these mnstitu
tion After some time the irresolute votaries began to divulge
the existence of secret souieties with the result that many
youths were either hanged or transported for ife  This has
also a little effect upon the public Duiscontent began to
spread every where and the effect of the saunfice of the
martyrs began to spread its wings all round Efforts were
made to establish centres 1n the Umted Provinces also

Pages 175 and 176  The hated rule of British Govern
ment 1s making the Indians weep and feel anguish  The evil
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ways of clavery have made them dustressed  The sdeal refor
mers are preparing schemes for reform but the Government
does not hesitate to call them wahabies and revolutionaries
The Government 1s feeling perturbed on accound of their
great desire to serve the mother and evilly pumshes the vota
ries of revolutton It 1s an offence for any one to say that we
are agawmst such a defective rule and therefore we want the
ruin of the rulers  He who stys this had to die at the gallows
(hterally has to kiss the string of his life) It appear from
a perusal of the history of the acvused of the Mainpun
conspiracy case that they were not insane but were true heroes
‘The aim of the system of their work was to remove the
defective Government and establish a socalistic one  Publiaty
reduce the utility of the work so they did not advertice what
they did That 1s why they were finding necessary means and
dowmng their organization silently

Ttwasin 191 that the Government got information
about their workh  Their secret activities were stigmatized as
tebelitous and they were therefore punsshed Reader should
read the history of their activities and guess the mentality of
the Governmet

Title page
Be courageous take up arms India 1s mn your hands
Let the flag of independence be howsted up God 1s with you



Some Important Sources of the
History of Modern Cachar

Jayant Bhushan Bhattacharjee

Cachar, now a district of Assam 1s situated between
longitude 920 15 and 93° 15 East and latitude 2409 and
2998 North covering an area of 6941 2sq km  and 1s com
posed of three sub divisons namely Silchar Hailakandi and
karmmgan) It 1s surrounded on the north by the North
Cachar Hills district of Assam and Jantsa Hills district of
Meghal»ya on the east by Manipur on the south by Mizoram
and on the west by Sylhet distriut of B ngla Desh and Tripura
State *

On the eve of British annexation the present North
Cachar Hills and Hoj% Jamunamukh Davaka area of Now
gong district of Assam and Jirs Frontier of Manipur State
formed parts of Cachsr while the modern harimgan) Sub-
division was mcluded sn Sylhet district (Bengal)  Thus the

1 Census of Indsa 1961 Cachar Hand Book P 1

2 Hamilton F dn Account of Asam p 83 West from Mam
pur and its dependecies on the frontier of Assam 1s the
territory of the kacchar (Cachar) Raja which borders
with Assam from nearly opposite of holiyabar to the river
kopili which enters the holong about the mrddle of its
course The length of thus frontier 1s therefore about
thirty miles At the Kopth Kachhar reaches with a cor
nor to kolong but 1n general 1t does not descend nto the
plains on the bank of that river It extends a little south
of the Surma which passes through Silhent or Srihatta i
Bengal and therefore to about .4 30 of north latitude
while its northern extremity 1s i about 26 20 north
giving 110 geographical miles for the length



29

Kingdom of Cachar, or Heramba Rajya 10 medieval period
counsssted of two distinct divistons viz North Cachar Hills,
which were a s=ction of the Assam Rang= and Ca har plains,
that formed the eastern extremity of the alluvial Sarma Valley
of B ngal  The Cachar plamns or Barak valley, consisted of
the Silchar and Hailakandi sub divisions of the present dis
trict, and was a natural exteaston o the vast B ngal plans
Naturally 1t was included i the varions kingdoms that
emerged 1n B ngal during ths pre hustorio and histori p.riods
Like Gsuda Vang: Samatata and Harnik=1? and was pzopl-d
by the Bangal.es In thirtsenth century A D the picturesque
GCachar Valley was under thz Tipperahs, 8 sz tion of the
Bodos 4 whose terr tory th o 1n addition to pre.ent Tripurs
mncluded a signdficant section of the S, lhet and Comilia dis
tricts of Bangla Desh and at a tume the capital of their king
dom was at Khalangsha 1n C1 har ¢ But ths Tipperahs
gradually moved esstward, and i Cachar Valley an sndepen
dent kingdom developed of which Tulashidwaja was the
resgning prince during the 15th century® However 1n 16th
century Cachar was agan annex~d to Tripura ?

The North Cachar Hills were then included in the terrt
tory of the Dimachas another section of the Bodos They are
eathest known inhabitants of the Assam valley At ore time
they ruled over Kamaupa where from they were expelled
by Pushyevarman the founder of the Varman Dymasty m
ath centuary A D The Dimachas then established a kingdom
at Sadiya where they ruled for several centunies and e{crcnsed

3 R C Mazumdar History of Ancient Bengal p l !
4 S Endle The Kacharis p-14

5 A C Choudhary Shrihattar lisbrstia p 48

8 Ihd,p 20% :

7 Ibd p 205
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thetr junisdiction over n vast terntory with headquarters at
Dimapur (now 1 Nagiland) ® Meanwhile Ahoms a section
of the Burmese wandered into the eastern parts of the
Brahmaputra Valley Obviously, they came into conflict wath
the Dimachts and the rivalnies between the twho continued
for some centuries  In the tug of war the Ahoms were ulti
mately sucessful and the Dimachas had to shift their capstal
gradually eastward  In 15368 the Dumachas pitched their
capital at Mabong But the Ahom pressure was still tremend

ous and the Jaintias in the west also tmtiated conflicts with
the Dimachas ®* To make matters worse Naraparayana Raja
of Coch Behar despatched an expedition under Chila Roy,
Tus General, which along with other eastern state overran the
ternitories of the Dimachas and compelled the ruler to submit

Any way the koch sup was only p y and the
Ahoms resumed thewr hostilities A Raja of Maibong then
contracted relationship with the Raja of Tripura by marrying
latter s daughter and the Barak Valley (Cachar) came as yent

free marniage dowry Ultimately the capital was shifted
from Maibong to hhaspur in the Cachar Plains and the hing

dom then onward was known as Cachar'® to the people of
sylhet  This Dimacha family ruled over Cachar il the
Bntish p In 1830 Govindachandra Narayana the
last Raja of Cachar was d by some Mamipuri con

spirators wpon which Cachar was annexed to the British
dominion 1n India At first Cachar was declared to be a non

8 L Gat A Hulory of Assam p 248

9 1 B Bhattacharjee  Faantrta Heramba Relations 1636 to
1708 Proceedings Indian History Congress Muzzafarpur,
1972 pp 251-4

10 P N Bhattackariea 4 Crutwal Study of Mr Gaut s Hustaty
of Assam, P 14
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Regulated Province 13 and then placed under the Commi
sstoner of Dacca {Bengal) However with the creation of
the Chief Commussionership of Assam 1n 1874 three Bengal
districts of Cachar Sylhet and Goalpara were transferred to
Assam fo make the new province viable 1« Thus transfer,
besides other problems had created a g ographical puzail
Historical researches in scientiff line m India 1s of recent
ongion The historians of Bengal considering Cachar as part
of Assam have not cluded the region in the modern history
ol works on Bengal while the Assamese Scholars generally
refer to Assam valley by Assam although the Province of
Assam from 1874 to 1947 included three Bengali districts
of Cuchar Sylhet and Goalpara tribal 'district of North
Cachar and Mikirs Hills the present states of Meghalaya
and Nagaland and the Umon ternitories of Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh  Truely speaking, in Bnﬁsh Assam the
Assamese speaking areas roughly constituted 30 per cent of
the total area of the province and similar perventage was of
the Assamese speaking population It is a sfony of history
that despite all these factors the province was named as
Assam A hsstory of Cachar has therefore yet remamed to
be written But researcher in the Pre British hustory of Cachar
1s bound to be handicapped by the dearth of sgurce materials
as there had been no attempt to preserve the records of the
Ray Darbar  If preserved  the e records would hale been the
most valuable sources for studies in the History of Cachar
n medieval period  Inspite of all these handicaps 1t 18 our
pious duty to see that the real nstory of this unfortunate
district has been written and & hustory of few centuries before
2 1 el

11 ¥ B Bhattacharjee  The Pattern of British Admims

tration in the Garoland  Journal of Indian History Vol L1
Part 111 P 513 RN

12 Home Public Procecdings 1873, Nos 52133 '
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the British annex~tion of Cachar will reflect the true back
ground of the district

The source of the mediesal history of Cacha may be
grouped as follows (A} Historical Records (1) Local Records
{u) Contemporary Records and (1) British Records (B} Arch
eological (1) Ccins {n) Inscriptions and (1) Monuments and
Rehigious Shrines  (C) Literature (1) Local and (1) Contempo-
rary, and (D) Foreign Accounts

A Historical Records

(1) Local Records The records of the Heramba Ray
family, which ruled over Gachar on the eve of the Brtish
annexation, would from the most mportart sauthenti and
useful sourse for the medieval history of Cachar  The offcia]
larguage of Cachar was Bengali  The languag- of the records
was therefore Bengali whils texts of the coms and mnscription
were wscribed 1n Sansknit in Beng~li character  Unfortuna
tely, most cf these records were destroyed during the wars
and un ettled state of alairs that preceded the Brtish anne
xation of the country Duning the Burme e and Manipur
mvasions the headquarters of Cachar was shifted from place
and the Raja was even for a long time exiled 1n Sylhet In the
night of 24 April 1830 Raja Govindachandra Narayana was
assassinated by a group «f Mampurt conspirators and the
Palace at Hanitikar was completely gutted '* Naturally, the
records that mught have been preserved 1n the Kutchery of this
last capital of Cachar were reduced to ashes However many
of the records of the Cachar Government are still preserved
1n the various official archives 1n the country ncluding Cachar
Dx trict Records Room at Silchar and 1n the Records Section
of the Assam State Secretariat Important records are still
available 1n private hands in Cachar, particularly in the

13 Foragn Political Proceedings, 21 May 1830 No 8
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families of the Mantrnis Mazumdars and priests Some statutes
and ordinances 1ssued by the Rajas are appended and publt
shed 1n mordern Bengali Fhistorical works hke Shrhattar
Isbnitta by Pandit Achuta Charan Choudhary Tattvamdht
Kacharer Inbritta by Upendra Chandra Guha and Hermba Rajzer
Danda Bidh by Padmanath Battacharjee Vidyavinode Many
British officers consulted and utilised these offcial and private
records an Cachar while preparing reports on the history
soutal and political snstitutions customs and usages in the
‘country et. before and after the annexation of Cachar to
British India In 1817 Felix Cerrey son of Rev William Carrey
of Serampore Mission went to Cachar for missionary purpose,
‘but offered himself for the service of the Raja Govinda
chandra wanted to utihse his services for writing Enghsh
petitions etc to the East India Company Felix on the other
hand kept constant touch with the Governmert of India and
sent & number of reports secretly on the poluical and econo
mac conditions of the country  These reports were ba ed on
the local records and are available tn the Political Procee
dings of the Government of India ** More important was the
report of Thomas Fisher who visited Cachar 1n 1823 and
studied the local records and literature and finally submitted
a detailed report on the hu tory of Cachar ¥ Sir Edward Gait
had consulted and utiised even quoted some of these records
in hus Keport on the Progress of historicat Research on Assam 16 Some
of the Bengals letters written by the Rajas of Cachar hrisha
‘handra and Govindachandra can be seen 1n the book
Prackin Bangola  Patra Sankalan edited by S N Sen and
and published by the Umiversity of Calcutta in 1940

14 Ibd 18 June 1830 No 602

16 Secret Consultation 12 December, 1623 Nos §-7
16 Published by Govt of Assam Shullong, 1§97
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(1) Centemporary Records Cachar had diplomatie
rel trors and emussary contacts with the neighbouring state
like Jayartin  Tripura Mantpur and the Ahom state and
therefore the official records of these states are bound to be
helpful 1p writing the history of Cachar  The three eastern
states of Cachar Jayantia and Assam had repeated disputes
duning fifteenth to eighteenth century The Ahom records
and Bengali records of Jayantia are sure te high hght this
tripartite episode  The Bengahi records of koch Behar court
are helpful for studies 1n the Koch vasion of Cachar  The
Tipperahs had held Cachar under them for a long time 1n the
medieval period and even there were some wars between
Trpura And Cachar The Tripura Records {Bengali) are sure
to facilit te the construction of these ficts The Rajas of
Cachar had contracted matrimomal relations with the ruling
family of Mantpur and repeted imsasions were led agamst
Cachar by the Manipuris In the medieval period the Charanya
Vaisrarism  together with Bengalt script and language had
entered Manipur through Cachar eecting a redweal change
the Metar Vishnupriye society  The records of Manipur will
‘be helpful 1n these respects  Unfortunately however hke the
Cachar records most of these records have bzen destroved
But some records are still preserved 1n various Archives and
many have been used by British officials

(111) British Records The East India Company had
ascended to the Deuanee of Bengal m 1760 and by 1772 they
achieved paramountuy over the province but Cachar passed
under the Company only i 1832  The Cachar plains w1s
peopled by the Bengalees who had regular contacts with their
wounterparts on the other side of Surma, while the Dimachas
and other tribal subjects of the Raja came down to the plamns
1n Sylhet frontier for trading purposes The forest resources
of Cachar like elephants tusk 1vory wax a,ur timber cane
bamboo etc  had evoked competition wmongst the merchants
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of the Company while the Collectors of Sylhet also indulged
1n private trade with the people of Cachar There wero fre
quent trade disputes and border troubles On the otherhand
the Ralas of Cachar kst handra and Govindachandra,
were devout Hindus and went to the Holy Shrines at Caleutta,
Benaras Gaya Hardwar and Tribent with due passport ard
escort from the Governor General of India The early records
of the East Indin Company preserved in Beopal Archisves
National Archives and m  Sylhet and Cachar District
Records Rooms give interesting details on these subjects
The records reflect a graphic picture of Cachar on the eve of
British rule 17 The papers relating the Anglo Burmese encoun
ters 1n Cachar and the 4nnexation of Cachar are all preserved
i India Offige Library, London National Archives of Indsa,
New Delh: West Bengal Archives Calcutta Assam Secreta
nat Records Shillong Cachas Pustrict Records Room Silchar
and Sylhet District Records Room  Sylhet  Fhe Splhet Dustrict
Records edited by Firmuinger and published by the Government
of Assam ' sn four volumes contain papers on the economic
conditions of Cachar and trade through Sylhet Cachar frontier
Jhe Lwes of Lindsaps which 1s the reminicences of a Collector

of Sylhet (1779 to 1783 ) contam important informations
about Cachar during the

period R Pemberton s Report
on the Eastern Frontier of Brslish Ingia®® 15 valuable for stu

dses 1 the socioeconomic conditions of Cachar on the eve of
Briush rule Franas Buchanan s Account of Assam® prepared

’ '
————e

17 J B Bhattacharjee  Some Aspects of Heramba Govern
ment on the Eve of British Rule  Skodhak Vol 2 part B
pp 189-95

18 Shillong 1817 Lo .
19 Calcutta 1835 Lo
20 Londen, 1820
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during 1807 to 1814 and Walter Hamlton s Historea, Sia
fistieal and Deseniptios Account of Hindustan™ are 1mportant for
similar informations

B Archeology

(x) Coins The Rajas of Cachar had mamtained the
ancient and medieval I-~dian traditron of ssuing comns but
unfortunately only few of these coins have so far came to
our notice  Made of gold siver and copper these comns
were mnscribed 1n Dovanagan in Bengali script  Some details
of these coins are found tn Botham s Cafa’ogue of the Promncal
Cown Cabaner Ars 2t A silver com of Cachar was discovered
1n the neighbourhood of Matbong by Botham and reported in
the Journal of the Asatic Soctety of Bengal 1n 1912 % This coin
was issued tn [505 Saka (1583 A D ) by Jasanarayan Deva
Raja of Heramba (1543 to 1610) “‘a worshipper of Hara Gaune
Sta and Durga of the line of Hachenssa  Three more undated
silver comns were obtuned from the same place One of
them was 1ssued by Jasanarayan and the two others by Partap
Narayana * According to Chronicle Jasanarayana and Prata
pnarayana was the same person and Jasanarayana took the
name of Pratapnarayana after defeating the Ahoms™ His
first coin suggests that Jasanarayana 1ssued the coin of the
year of his accesion to the throne of Cachar®® (1583) An
other coin of Cachar was reported by StapletoninJ A S B
Vol VI and has been indetified by Botham as of Tamradh
vanjnarayan Raja of Cachar (1706 A D) An undated coin

21 Calcutta 1828

22 Allahabad 1930

23 Vol VIL. P 556

24 B Gait op Cit p 304
25 ARackari Buranp P 25
26 No 4 P 160
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khala (Cachar) as a Minsster 3 These sanads written tn Bengaly
prose 10 1658 Sgka show the system or appomtment of the
munisters the duties and powers of a minister  his obligation
to the Raja and sice verse  Another inscription can be seen on
the wall of the Palace at Khaspur, 1issued 1n 16 3 Saka during
the reign of Harishchandra Bhupat: In the wall of Sua Mandir
at Chandragir: the words Skryukle Jayasingha Mahapatra 1706
Sakabda have been insuribed  Inuidentally Jayasingha was
the Prime Mimster of Harishchandra Narayana A land grant
(copper plate) 1ssued by knishanachandra Narayana Raja of
Cachar (1780 to 1813) to one Gopinath Siromani a scholar
in the Cachar durbar has also been discovered >~

(11} Mouument and Shrines: The architectural
remains of ancient and medieval periods are available in van
ous parts of greater Cachar As we proposed to di cuses only
the medieval sources in this paper the ancient remains may
be discussed 1n a subsequent 1ssue of Skodhak Of the Medieval

capital plex of the D has still stands at
Dimapur 1 a dilapidated condition  Thss lofty monument
with its gate way and annexes 1s an unique specimen of medie
val Indian architecture particularly in the north eastern region
of the country The curved battlement of the gateway as
well as the pointed arch over the entrance point distinctly to
the Bengali style of Muhammadan architecture * There are
some V-shaped pillars which are apparently memorial stones
Several fine tanks can also be seen 2t Dimapur The ruins of
the place cum temple of the bricks and stone buiit by Megha
Narayana wn 16th Century at Maibong m North Cachar

31 Report on the Progress of Historical Research 1n Assam  p 10
32 Shrikatter Inrite p 102
33 E Gott op et p 302
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reminds the glory of this medieval capital of Cachar 3¢
Kashpur the last capital of Cachar, contamns the ruins of &
brick built two storied palace temple of Ranchands, Vishnu temple
and a large number of tanks % There 1s a lake near Hmla
kand: called Sakala Dight where from some bricks have been
discovered which bear the date 1409 Safabda (1847 A D ) and
thus belong to Pre Dimacha period * A conch shell has been
discovered 1n Cachar with the pictures of the arataras carved
on 3t and bears an inseription to the effect that it was carved
1n Biradarpa Narayana s reign wn 1671 (1693 Saka) ¥ There 13
a Sna temple at Chandragin constructed by Jayasingha Maha
patra  Prime Mimister of Hamshchandra Bhupati i 1706
Saka 3 Hanshchandra had also constructed a palace at Khas
pur as stated 1n the inscription according to the desire of his
mother Laksmipriya Devi in 1693 Saka (177 )% Some
remains have been discovered at Shibarband  Of them a
palace known as Hanishchandra Rejar Patk 1s most sigmificant
Three bncks bear the names of Harshchandra krishna
chandra and Govindchandra respectively ¢ There are two
long and wide embankments known as Goarer Jangal m Hatr
harh with two ponds on the way According to a local trady
tion these were constructed by the Raya of Cachar durning the
Trpura mvasion of the state ® A Snan Aandir at Khaspur

b

34 Archeologrcal Survey Report, 1902-93
35 Ind

&
37 Asatic Society of Bengal Proceedings, July, 1895
38 Shrikatter Itibritta, p 102 \
39 Ind p 106

40 Ind p 107

4l Ind,p 107

=3

Shrikatter Itsbritta p 99
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a3 constructed during the reign of Govindachandra * On the
5;::!; ttag IZr;l; at Badarpurghat there is an old shrine deds
rd Sua  The mun Lingam was installed there by
Rapila the author of Skanksa philosophy ** In the neighbour
hood of Laksmipur a town established by Laksmichandra
there 13 a shrine of Lord Swa on a hillock nstalled by R1ja
Laksmichzndra 4 On the peak of Bhubsn Hill about 900
metres above the sea fevel stands the shrine of Bhubaneswara
with two 1mages of Bhub and Bhub > Near
about these images unidentified broken and mntilated desties
with subterranian passage # There 15 a underground fort in
the same hill ¥ At Byoypur there 1s the famous temple of
Ranackandi 48 The fimous Mundamala that at Patherbandi s
assoctated with th~ Pratapgarh kingdom ¢ while the Bhuban
Hill ruins with Tipperah  The Vishnx AMandir and D adosha
chakra Mandir at Khaspur were constructed duning the 1eign
of Krishnachandra Narayana 3 The Aematra shrine at Dam
chara Imam Medhs MuFam at Phulertal Aort Prrer Mykam near
Badarpur Rajar Mar Digh: near Bihara Langer Shar Mukam at
Phulertal, Vishnupur Shwa near Lalbazar are also noteworthly
The temples at Matinagar, Bihara and Sunapur also belong
to the Dimacha period ® The Det Than at Deopam  Makamaya
Than at Davaka ind Langt Than near Diphu are hoped to be

42 Ihd p 113

43 Cachar Assam s Southern Sentinal p 10
44 Ind p 11

45 Ibd

48 Id

o Idp

48 Ihd p 11

49 Ind p 11

50 Skrikatter Ittbritta p 112

8 drcheology 1n Assam p 59
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assoutated with the cultural hstory of medics al Cachar 52 The
rums of the temples nt haliabor, Gachtal Gosaigurt Ahast
gnga, Autal Davika Hojat and other areis of Nowgong
which were at times included 1n the various lingdoms of
Cachar must be thoroughly investigated 5 Proper excavations
are bound to teveal more sites of monuments and temples

C Literature

(1) Local literatare : The Rajas of Cachar were the
patrons of letters and the roynl courts at Maibong and Khas
pur were adorned by & galaxy of scholars brought from
Bengal who composed hiterary works in Sanshrit snd Bengals
Some landgrants of the Rajas of Cachar show the land do
nated to the eminent scholars who were settled in the state
and held Brah lands  Unf 1y, only few bools
have so far been discovered It 1sbelieved that some valuable
books were collected by the vimtors and some manusiripts
might be available in big hibraries in Caleutta and London

while many were destroyed by flood which was an annual
feature sn Cachar

Bhubaneswa, Bhattacharya Bachaspat: a scholar i the
court of Raja Suradarpa Narayana translated Nuradwa Rasa
mrstaanto Bengali at the inspiration of the Rajaand hss
mother Rant Chandraprabha in 1652 Scks He isalso the
author of few other books  Anantaram Barman a Dimacha
poet, translated Barkma Purana into Bengal during the same
period  Suradarpa s reign was thus an umportant epach in
the hustory of literature 1n Cachar  For the settlement of
disputes certan principles were codified as Cachar v Ain ot the
intitative of the Raya  The Sanskmt work Vitad Darpan and

s Ioid p 58
53 Ibid p 435
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Rin Das Vidht in Bangili were  also possibily wnitlen at the
same time  Jagannath Tarka Bachaspati was the court poet
of Raj3 Laksmichandra Narayans and has Ieft behind some
poetical works 8 The st two Rajas of Cachar krnishrachat
dra and Govindachandra are well hnown for thewr literary
contr: Kr handra s Rashalilarnia and Basanta
}ihar and Govindachandea s Go ind Firtan and  Maharashtshor-
Lilamnta are celbrated Bengali poetwal works Although
Dimacht trbals 1n ongin these Rajas had mastered over
Bengal: and Sansknt languiges  while Bengal: had almost
become their mother tongue Chandramohan Barran a
Dimacha poet 1n the court of Kkrishnachandra, was a great
Bengali poct and s poems are stidl held in high esteem The
devotional cangs composed by Krishnachandra 1nd Govinda
chandra tre lughly popular  Some of their songs and poems
of Chandramohan were published an Cackarer Htibntiz while
many more have been published in recent time in local
papers  Side by side with Bungali Sanskrit learning had
floursshed tn Cachar during Dimacha rule  Raghunath Bhan
dari a Dimacha official of Krishnachandra went to Benares
with the Raja 1n eighties of the last century to attend a
Mahasabha where many Indian Rajas and the scholars were
gathered It 1s s.ud that Raghunath defeated many scholars 1n
tarka and was decorated with ¢ 4 % Govindchandra himself
was well educated 1n S2nskrit He taught Sanskrit to a Bra
hmin youth of Kalain and gave him the title of Fidyalankar
The Sansktitists of the hingdom used to meet in the Ray durbar
to deliberate on the Shastras and the Raja himself used to
imtiate the discusstons

This Iiterary movement jn Cachar was snitiated by Sura

6+ U C Guha Kacharer Itibnitta 96
55 Ibid p 108



43

datpa Raja of Cachar who himself composed some Malshs
sorgs Subsequently, very many books were written 1n Cachar
which may be utilised as the sources of the histosy of Cachar
Sitrudaman 2 Raja of Cachar for example was the hero of 2
B ngali novel Ranackands  This book was written after Satru
daman had successful repulsed repeated Mughal nvasions
agunst Cachar ®  Dunng the reign of the later Rajas of
Cachar few more Sanskrit works were translated in Bengalt

Notable among them are Visknu Puran, Gaya Puran, Praklad
cant Ayodhya Kanda Kiskinde Kanda Sunder Randa Lanka Kanda

and Uttar Kenda of Ramayana and Virorand Druna Parcat of Ma

habharata  Besides Padma Puran (based on Manaska lenged)

Viravahur Yudha Laksmaner Shaktishel (both based on Ramayana)
were composed in Cachar The names of all the transiators
and composers are not known as we could not go throvgh the
original manuseripts  Mukunda Datta a well known poet of
Cachar d the book Raghunather Aswamedh One Sam

bhunath Sharma Deshamukya of Udharband prepared a long
map sndicating the routes and physical features from Cachar
to Kashidham (Benares) to faciliate the wvisit to krshna

chandra to the latter place  The Surma Valley has a notable
contribution to the Bengali folk songs and Cachar hasits due
share  Some of the songs composed by the bards of Cachar
have been published 1n local papers and others are still i orat
use while many have died their naturat death A few songs
are available m my own collection  These songs refer to the
historical incidents like foreign invasion flood and famme

An ofd Panchals wntten 1 Cachar has also come to my notice

namely Go,ichandrer Panchal: written by one Krishna Mohag

1644 Saha at Khaspur The book gives the details of the

i

68 Jagannath Dev Heramber Itdntta AZAD Maa Varsa
$pecial 1370B S p 8

57 Ihd
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soutal, political and economic conditions of Cachar duning the
rule of Raga Gopichandra

(i1) Contemporary Literature  The medieval Sans
knt, Persian Bengali Asssmese and Manmipurs hustorical
Iterature make frequent references to Cachar  The Sansknt
poetil works Aalika Purana, Yogins Tantra Vaidic Purabrtia,
Varaka Pusan, Vayu Puran, Tirtha Chintamam  Vardic Sangudhant
Grantha and Unakuts Tirtha Mshatya refer to Barabakra and
Kapla Tartha It 1s stated that the river Barak (Barabakra)
was considered as a holy river all over India and that Kapiia
the author of Skankja philosophy had his Askram on the bank
of this river at Sidheswar, besides making general reference to
the country Yogin: Tantra and Ralika Purana refer to Bhubanes
war as well  Amar Kosh refers to Cachar as Pratyanta Desh
nnd stated that Unakuts was sncluded in the said Desh ®
Kamakshya Tantra another Sanskrit work shows that Cachar
was included 1n the Shapta Ahanda Kamarupa®™ Vabhi bya
Puranya Brahmakhanda refers to Hi ba Desh and 1ts neigh
bouring countries like Varendra  Jayantia and Manipur 2and
stated that Ranachands and Barabakra were 1n the kingdom and
a part of 1t was known as Rachhal © Deskaiali another Sans
kit work written 1n 1650 Saka states that Khaspur Dharma
pur Shrigalghat, Tiladrsshal Phulshand Jayanagar Chapghat

dashil Chatshati, Baoyagan) were important Parganas of
Cachar besides supplying valuable information about the
reigning kangs

“The Persian work Bakagristan 1 ghaibas by Mirzansthan
givés the detuls of Mughal invasions on Gachar Ain 3 dkbart

58 Cachar Ibyitta, p 2 Shrihatter Inbntta p 137
59 Ibid

60 Ind p 48

61 Iid p 49
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nother Persian work 1s ymportant for revenue arrangements
m  ammgan) under the Mughals Raymala the Tripura chro
mele )q Sansknit and Bengaht writtern in 13th Century A D

ss the m\st authentic soutce of the history of Tripura rule in

details of \\ssam Cachar relations while Ja: fta Burany: of
Jamntia Cachie relations The chronwles of Mampur like
Manmipur Sam\ita in Sanskrit Kkulam Puran and Chertharol
Rumbaba i Mampuri and Vpay Panchals in Bengah are
wportant for Cachar s rel~tions with Manipur
wansaeali the houh Chronicle, refers to Koch mvasion of
Cachar  The Burmese chronicles ate also sure to give similar
details of Burmese relations with Cachar

Darang Ray

Sylhet the birth plac= of emminent Sansknit and Bengal
scaolars had a unique tradition of maintainmng historical
records through Panchali  Kula Panjika and Bamsa Patrika
mostly 1n medieval period  Since Sylhet and Cachar had the
Jlosest relations these Panchalis are bound to contam some
matertals for Cachar  kanimganj was till 1947 ancluded sn
Sylhet and in area itself many Aalanys are said to have been
wnitten The Vawsnava hiterature of Bengal particularly those
composed 1n Sylhet are important sources Twyarike Jalali
a Bengalt poetical work and 1n all probability a translation of
the Persian work of the name 1s helpfol for information

ding Mut d i Surma Valley

D Foreign Accounts

The chromcles show that the Cachar and the adjacent

region of North Eastern India had trading relations with
China and Burma  Therefore proper investigations in those
countries may unearth some accounts left by the traders and
travellers  Thore are some well known accounts of the Cht

nese travellers in ancient timé and the medieval period 15
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more potent for such accounts Unfortunately nons of them
so far have come to our notice

The account left by the Mushim traveilers are well known
and some of them clearly refer to the region  Alberum s
Account, for example 1s very important for the geography
and the people Quazim another Muslim traveller mentions
about the economtc products of the region  The accounts of
Shihab ud din Talish Minhaz us Siray and Abdus Salam may

also be properly scrutimsed and some facts are bound to be
revealed

In the end, I would like to mentton about some histon
cal works published in the latter part of the 19th and early
years of the present century based on origional sources when
local records were more easily avatlable  These books are on
Cachar and the neighbouring states all of them contain refer
ences to Cachar  Cachar Itibritta by Upendra Chandra Guha
Heramba Rajyer Danda Vidh by Pandit Padmanath Bhattacha
rrya Vidyavinode Shrikattar Itibritta by Pandit Achuta Charan
Choudhary Tatvamdh: Tripurar Itthask by Railash Chandra
Singha Jwantiar Itthas by Mohammad Abdnl Aziz Kock Bikar
Itthask by Khan Saheb Amenant Uila Maimansingher Itihash
by Kedarnath Mazumdar Shrikatia Derpan by Maulavi Moha
mmad Ahmed Murshidabadar Itihask by Nikhil Chandra Roy
Kamarupa Sashanaval; by Pandit Padmanath Bhattacharya
Vidyvinode  Asiam Buranjt by Halitam Phukau Banger Fatya
Itihask by Nagendranath Basu Bangler Itshask by Rakhaldas
Banerjee Brihat Bangaby Dinesh Chandra Sen deserve special
mention



Indian Political Practice

J G Shrivastava

The National Archives of India New Dellu has got a
very valuable publivations in 1ts possession 1n 1ts Library
18 ‘Indian Political Praate by C L Tupper of Indian Cuvil
Service TIt1s a collection of the decisions of the Government
of India m political cases compiled by C L Tupper 1n his
capacity as an offcer on special duty n the Foreign Depart
ment 1 1895 It has been a confidentsal publication meant
for the use of the Political Officers posted in various Indian
States and of the foreign and political department of the
Government of India on the one hand and Viceroy and Gover
nor General on the other 1n deciding  various cases and dispu
{es ansing out of the dilfering interpretation of treaties Sanads
and engagements entered between the British Government
and Indian Native States tn the wake of the nsing British
Power after the disintegration of the Mughal Power The
publication 18 1o four volums fourth bemg the exhaustive index
of the preceding three volumes which contain the orders of
the Government of India and descriptions of 1ts proceedings
Tupper has tried to revolve a sort of Indian Pohtical Law
consisting of the rules and punciples out of hus compilation
which governed the refations existed between the British
Government and the Indian Feudatory States  This was done
purely for reference purpose and wasa revision of another
compilation done by Mortimer Durand {Later Sir) in 1875
Mortimer Durand had compiled ns  ‘Leading Cases  under
the orders of Charles Artichison the Foreign Secretary to

show the practice and policy of the Government of India in

their dealings with Natwve States  The Cases were selected
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principally from amongst those which had then comparatively
lately been under consideration or which actually current at
that ime  The choice was determined mamly by the import
ance of the case or by 1ts connection with some prmciples
which the Government of India had accepted * The caces
were not selected with the object to alord any general view
of accepted principles regulating the relations between the
British Government and Indian States  There were thirty six
cases 1n all and in two thirds of these each case stood by 1t
self, often comprising principles relating to different subjects
There were many rep.titions which could have been avorded
The remaining cases were notes on subjects material facts
and conclusions relating to some particular topics being brou
ght together n one place The cases were not arranged
on any defizite plan or te develop continuously a
set of ideas which could be regarded as « whole  After the
lapse of twenty five years 1t was decided to revise the compi
lation of Mortimer Durand and make it more orderly and
omprehensive detailing the existing policy and practice of
the British Government of India 1n the affairs of the Internal
Protectorate

Giving a plan to revise the Leading Cases of Durand
in o memorandum (vide Foreign Department Internal A
October 1823 No 81) C L Tupper made 1t ulear that so
much matertal had accumulated during the precedmg 25
years that 1t would have to be overthauled and rearranged by
the compiler

In lis memorandum Tupper submitted to the Viceroy
that three things were required for the improvement of the
working of the Indian Political System These were

1 Preface to Indian Political Practice
2 Ihd
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‘
4
1 A generalntroduction to the study of the Bntu.hﬁ
Governm~nt s relations with*Native drawn upin
such a way that it might be published States
2  The revision of Aitchison s treaties and

3 The revision and compilation of Durand » ¢ Lead

sng Cases  and thewrr circulation to the Political
Officers

A fourth but smaller matter alfo seemed desirable
That 13 revision of the subjects or the examination of officers
appointed to the Political Department  This could be done

if the requirements under heads 1 2 and 3 above were met

The requirement No | was met by the publication of
C L Tupper s book  Our Indian Political Officers

No 3 was the problem for which C I,
Tupper was asked to take up the lwork To quote C I,
Tupper from his memorandum 1 think a more complete o
Hection of  ‘Leading Cas s should follow the lines of those
alrendy compiled  Lach case should be a simple precis of
the facts sufficient to bring out the principles and the leading
principles should be stated m hand notes as n the present
book It 1s very important that 1n making this compilation
no ncw matters should be wmtroduced The cases should be

authorative 1n as much as they would represent the actual
decisions of the Government of India

it would be essental
that the narratives should b2 composed with great care and
accuracy and that the head notes should contain no more
than what actual decision tn each case would warrant 2

The 1dca was to give the compilation an authonty and

3 N d on the P
of Durands  Leading Cases
Internal-A  Out 1693 No 81

fevision and complition
Foreign D pariment
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was to be circulated among the Political officers so that the
principles of the whole System be better understood in these
intercourse with Dardar Political Officers could be supplied
with a storehouse of precedents and illustrations which would
be of great use to them and the reference to headquarters
should be diminished as officers would see that many points
on which they might otherwise had to refer had already been
dectded  But as plready stated so much material had aceu

Iated during the p g 25 years that 1t took two
years for C L Tupper to give a shape to 1t for his compila
tion The  Leading Coses of Durand were completely
overhauled and rearranged by him not only by going through
the mass of papers in the Political Department but by inviting
the suggestions of political Officers who could 1ndrcate from
their own knowledge of political proceedings the cases of
feading type which he incorporated in the proposed
compilation

C L Tupper was appointed for this task for a period of
six months in the Foreign Department in the first instance
But 1n order to make his compilation an authoritative guide
as to the principles upon which the Government of Indir are
1n the habit of acting with regard to the affairs of Native
States proved to be of a very extensive character, and he
confessed 1n his letter to the Secretary that he  did not fore
see how extensive the work was likely to prove 4 On looking
over the volumes of cases which he had already collected
and other relevant notes and papers in his hands he came to
the conclusion that the whole subject was capable of presen
tation 1n & more systematic way than he had supposed It was
therefore pleaded by the Government of India with the
Secretary of State for India to extent his time and emolu

.
4 Foreign Department Internal A Sept 1894 Nos 1-11
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ments ¥ The proposal was agreed to It was also decided
that the compilation should be 1n the name of G L Tupper
vand that the Government of India while not committing
themselves to any of the facts or opinion contained 1n the
work consider that st will be found useful for purposes of
reference® That 15 to say opinion expressed by C L Tupper
as headnotes and summary would be treated as his opinion
whereas the cases and decisions cited there in would be autho
ntative giide to the Polstical Officers

There are 22 chapters contained in three volumes A
glance through the list of chapters given below will show the
importance and groupmg of the compilation and also the
subjects under which most of the cases fell with regard to
dealings between British Government and Native States

1 The Polhtical Subordination of Native States to the
Paramount power
1
I

w

=

The Palhtical Isolation of Native States

=

The Limited Internal Sovereigaity of Native States
Internvention 1n specific cases of Misconduct
Some further Lamitations pf Internal Sovereigaty

‘The subordivate Cooperation of Native States with
the Paramount power

VII State Territory
VHI Cesstons and Boundaries

v

=

1X The Preservation of Native Rule
X

The working of the Policy of the Adoption Sanads
X1

Succession 1 Muhammadan and other Chiefshups

5 Foreign Department Internal A Sept 1894 Nos 1-11
e Wo 02 0T 1808

6 Foreign Department Internal-A Aug 1895 Nos 51-58
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XII Some consequences of Successions
XUI Munorities of Ruhing Chiefs
X1V British Jurisdiction 1n State Ternitory
XV Residency, C~ded and Del, d Jurisdiction
XVI Extradition Between Brtish Indian and Foreign or
Nattve St ites

XVIL Extradition bitween States territonies under drfterent
wrnisdition ind between subordinate States

XVIII Service of Processes and Exewution of Decrees and

sentences
XIX The position of Ruling Chiels and their subjects in
British territory
XX The position of British Officials Europeans and the
like 1n State territory
XXI Treaties and Agreements
XXII Titles and Ceremontals
This work has not been utiized by many scholars who
have wrilten on various aspects of the history of varu us
native states  The work w1s treated as strictly confidental
and the Bntish Government of India withdrew all the copies
on the eve of Independence A set has been obtained by the
National Archives of India from India Oftice Library London
and now made available to the scholars for use



Tahootdari System in British India
P L Mishra

‘The Bhonsla State of Nagpur to which Chhattisgath
was attached did semarn the Britssh protectorate from 1818t0
1830 The Takootdart {probably the corsect word 15 Tahkoodder)
system was created dunng this period  The system wothed
well and therefore the Bhonslas created few more during their
tule 1 the forties of the 15th century  After the British

takeover of the Nagpur State 1n 1853 (as the State escheated)
some more Tahootdartes were formed

‘The Tahootdars system 1s more akin to the talookdars sys-
tem which prevailed in many parts of India especially in the
northern part Talookdars were big landed estate owners who
enjoyed several privileges The Tahootdar: system of Chattis

garh was also a big landed estate but 1t had 1ts own pecuhars
ties whach make 1ts study interesting

n the following pages an attempt 15 made, on the basus
of onginal and unpublished records?!, to unfold the system

The British Officers  while explaining the meaning to Takoot
say that 1t 1s denived from the Arbic word ¢ AHAD meaning

proruse or agreement The word TALOOK ( Talookdar ) ss
derwved from ALUKS, 1 ¢ to suspend or depent

Thete were seven Tahootdarses . the regon when the
system was sorutinised in the sixties of the 15th century

1 Nagpur Rasidency and Secretariat Records {unpublished)

File No £9 of 1862 ¥ile bead — Tahootdars of
“Rafpur & Bilaspur -
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They nere —

1
2

)

a o

-3

Lormee created 1n 1826 A D | These two were created
Tarengr  created in 1823 A D [ by Capt  Sandys the
Brtish  Superintendent
of the region during the
protectorate
Sirpur created 1n 1843 A D | These tno were created
Lavan created 1n 1848 A D | duridg the Bhonsla pent
od (1830 1854) They
must have found the
system useful
Khallari  created in 1858 A D | These were created by
Sihawr created 10 1858 A D | the Deputy Commussio
| ner C Elliot
Sanjtree created n 1858 A D |

The size and holding of the Thootdaries were as

follows® —

1

133

2

Tahood Lormee contaming 117 villages was held by
Laxmandas Batragt

Tohood Tarenga contamning 109 villages was held by
Badrinath Mahajan

Tahood Sirpur contatning 31 villages under hapilnath
Mahajan

Tahood Lavan containing 243 villages, under Johan Das
Tahood Khallar: containing 123 villages held by Chhi
khadan Zamindar

Tahood Sthaw containing 135 villages under Chingu
Sao

[,
Ibid  This s a letter from the above mentioned file

written by Major I B Dennys, the Deputy Commussi
oner of Raipur 1n 1862
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7 Tahood Sanjaree containing 134 villages, under Rasjan

Singh

According to the Butish officers who established this
system 10 this region the object of granting Tahood was * no
doubt to induce men of capital to expend it n bringing
abandoned villages under cultivation &

The system came under the close observation of the
then Chief Commussioner of the erst while province of Central
Province 1n 1862 The Chief Commussioner cailed for a detar
led report of the systera  The Deputy Commuissioner Raipur
Major T B Dennys forwarded the report® with a plea for
their continuence The Chief Commussioner did not accept
the plea of the above Deputy Commussioner and allowed 1t to
remain an open question receiving a careful consideration 1n
due course  The settlement of all the Takvotdaries Inpsed 1n
the year 1860 Now a question of their survival was at stake
The first four Tahootdaries were quite old  Some of them had
mmproved their possessions especially n

theestates of
Lavan and Lormee

The earlier Tahootdaries had almo t

become hereditary but 1t was never declared so by the
authorities

According to the records the tahootdars used to get 209
of the total land revenue collected on behalf of the govern
ment The ordinary malguzar (Village propnictor) used to get
15% of the total rent coltected from the village These
Tahootdars therefore would appear actually nothing more
then large and favoured malguvars  He also used to appoint

malgu~ars or Gaontias under him to collect fand revenue from
'

3 Ibid Thisis another letter from the hle

Letter No
093 dated 6 10 1862 page 45 and onward
4 Ibd
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the farmers  The land revenue asscssment of the fakootdart
village was as given below under the Maratha Government
The Subehdar of the 1egion used to assess iahoofdars village say
at about Rs 100/  Then rupees 80 were for the government
and rupees 20/- for the tahootdar  But the tahootdar would per
haps subrent this village to the Gaontia or Malguar for
rupees 120/~ for he had to pay to the government Rs 80/—
and Rs 15/~ to the Gaontia The remainder would be his
share This 1s how in the Maratha times the four earher
tahootdaries used to function

As regards the lately constituted tahoots 2z Sihawa
Khallar: and Sanjaree they were ‘more or less deserted and
it was hoped to induce improvement by expenditure of
capital ® Thus we should have no doubt as regards the
working and object of the newone s It was also an mnduce
ment to the men of fortunes to come forward and repopulated
the abandoned villages with the help of their capital

In this region the zamindari system also exssted It
1s necessary to  know the difference between the two
Chisholm the first settlement officer of the Bilaspur Dustrict
has correctly drawn the line between the twoasgiven A
talookdar (should be tahootdar) pays into the treasury the
annual revenue assessed on each of his village 1p the same
way as 1f they were malg .arsand his profits arise from the
malikana over and above the government revenue which he
obtains from the lessess and the income derived from the
village not farmed but mangaged directly by hum  He has no
control over muscellancous sources of revenue A zamindar
on the other hand pays a quota ranging from a thud toa
fourth only on the assessed revenue of each village * In fact

5 Id
6 Chisholm The Bilaspur Settlement Report para 312
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zamindar had “‘an absolute title on the increased inceme, a
definite authority nd a posttion sn all essentials absolutely 7

The fact of Tahootdar hanged 1n balance after the year
1860 when the lease period of their s was over  Soon after
that period the region was divided into two districtss e,
Raspur and Bilaspur 1n about 1862 Thereafter 1t was decided
to settle the revenue of the districts  ‘Two S~ttlement officers
were appointed for each of the districts  Chusholm was
appointed for the Bilaspur district nnd Hewntt for the
Raipur district  These officers were now left with the job to
decide the fate of the tahootdars of the region Out of the

seven tahootdaries only two were in Bilaspur district and the
remamning fell 1 the Raipur district
reacted to the system 1s given here

About  Bilaspur

How the two officers

Tahootdarres-Lormee  and Tarenga
Chisholm reports — the tenure was called Tahootdaree under
the Maratha government engagement being terminated or
continued after the expiration of each stipulated period of
fease During settlement operations 1t become a quetion whe
ther these # lookdares which our government found existing
should be mentained undisturbed or whether they should be
broken up and the separate villages settle on a malgoozar
tenure ? The inquiry however showed that both the estates
had been in possession of the present holders for nearly
40 years duning which interval nearly all the existing villages
have been estabushed by them ®  Chisholm submutted
a speuial report on the tahoods The following extracts from
that will show the recommendations made He wrote On
the question of takootdartes tenure generally 1would observe
that 1t does not seem to mvolve a different mode of treatment

—_—

T I
8 Ihd para 313
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from that of the falookdaree tenure 1n other provinces Inits
ongin 1t 1s no doubt essentsally different The tahootdars
obtained a few villages and an immense waste tract to bring
1nto cultivation  The falookdar obtamned a tract of country
already cultivated and settled In both the cases however

the individual villages will fall to the settled on the princple
lard down for falookdarce tenures in the direetions to settlement
officers On the other hand, as regards the whole estate 1f
there are no stronger or superior clams to his own, then he
1s entitled to our ation and to m the
position 10 which we found him  The fahootdas of Lormee and
Tarenga n this district are 1n my opiaion from their antece

dents entitled to be so mamntamed  But even advisable even
on the fiscal ground to break up the etastes because the
revenue would not be collected with such fauility for we
should have to deal with several impoverished farmers instead
of one wealthy propristor ® Chisholm had a great
regard for the tahoods and hence he recommended therr
continuation which was accepted

Chisholm s counterpart 1 the Raipur district Hewitt
who got an opportunity to deal with the five of the tahoot
daries held a different view  Hewitt writes about the fakootda
nies as —Tahootdars were infact holders of clearence leases
The tracts made mto tahoods were generally wild and remote
and they were granted for terms of years varymng from 3 to
10 years but the leases contaned clause entitling the holder
to a renewal of the grant nor was such renewal allowed as a

9 Ihd

10 Hewitt The Settlement Report Raipur, para 242-243

11  Nagpur Residency & Secretariat Records File No £9 of
1862 File Head—Tahootdars of Raipur and Bilaspur
pp 20-24
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role At the ime of settlement, there were four (it should
be five) parganas 1n the district held by Tahootdars namely
Sirpur, Lavan  Khallaree and Sthawa Enqunies showed that
the expense and trouble of cleating and populating the wnllages
found since the lease of the paragana had fallen upon the sub
lessee who had recewved 2 loan of gram and money from the
{ahootdar but as all the given loans were at S0/ mtesest the
tahootdar cleared a profit by the operation and mcurred no
expense  Toignore the night of these sub lesses was smposst

ble and the cases of malguzars ¢ f the older villages were
still stronger, as most  of them held theyr villages for 2 ime.
long before the tenure of the government leasee Hewntt
panted the systems 1 the most unfavourable manner and
this sounded the death knell of the system in the Raipur
district  Thus ended the majonity of the tahoods  Only two
specimen of the system survived till the dawn of indepen

dence (1947)  In the Zammdaree and state infested region of
Cohattisgarh these were only two pecuhianities which survy

ved till recently  They were perheps alone of their kind in
the whole of India

About therr title deeds we have some but not relating
toall  We could get the tatle deeds of only tvo Fortunately
these two sanads are oue of the eathest period {under the
Maratha rule) and other of the latest period 1t 1s therefore

a matter of great satisfaction that we can have almost near
te 1dea of the

The title deed of tahood
Tarenga 1s a8 under —¢ To Jaideva Sa1 Agarwal  the resident
of Raipur  From Capt Sandays Superintendent of the Zilla
Chhattisgarh (1827 A D) The tallok of Tarenga pargana
Raipur containing 11 willages under cultivation & 14 newly
‘brought under cultivation & 84 deserted total 109 villages are

12 B
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given to you as a favour & to smprove the villages You are
therefore required to conduct the duties of Patel-the revenue
the land revenue Abkaree and Pandaree as they shall be fixed
from chowksee [inquiry] you will pay to the sirkar No
excuse will be admitted on account of the balance  You will
have to pay and are not to allow nothing to remam
unadjusted

2 The collection formerly allowed on account of adul
tery fine and remarriages n the R1jah s time are now trans
ferred to the Kamaishdar s (revenue officer of the tahseeldar s
rank of now a days) hands and you have no jurisdiction 1n
such matters

3 In disputes about land you must settle them by
panchayat of 4 Gaontias (village Headman) If the dispute 1s
serious report to kamaishdar

4 The Sarkar has appointed you as Patall  You must
Jook after the interests of the ryots and advance them money
and seed and realise them from the ryots  In two years time
your service will be known & 1f the ryots speak 1n your favour
and your conduct 1s approved of you will be confirmed in
perpetuity as Patel  Ifnot  dismissed

5 Whatever 1s fixed as land revenue and Pandares you
will receave one anna an each rupee from the ryots as Huk
Patailee and report 1t to the ameens and Phadanis—obey these
orders do your duty as Patail

Dated 29tk August 1829

Another sanad which was granted to the newly created
Tahood of Sthawa was as follows —
¢ As the Settlement of the said Talock has been made

with you from the beginming of 1856 to 1959 for three years
accordng to the Jamma (revenue collection) of last year
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Rs 080/ deducting Enam st the rate of 15% of Re 147

leaves 837—add for Vyram willages not under cultvation
900, ruppees for three years—3398 of which you have Paid
900/ leaving 2499  You must therefore, pay tiisat Rs 833
yearly—you are to take no forbidden cesses—keep the ryots
content and brang land under cultivation  You will oust no
malguzars from hus holding on your own authornty but take
from him to more than Jamma which has been fixed by gove
mment  You will make all necessary reports  and assist the
police 1n ¢very way You will also pay 19 for the road fund

*(True-copy) dated 6 June (probably 1862) ] B Dennys
Deputy Commussioner

These two copies were sent to the Chief Commussioner
of Central Province by the Deputy Commssioner Raipur and
now they are in the Records Room of Nagpur 3* Now we can
draw our own conclusions about the system

1 Tahootdar: system was first introduced 1n this region
during the period of British p by Capt Sanday

This must be due to the British association with the Nawags
and falookdars of Northern India

'

2 Most of the tahootdanes of the region were created
bythe Brtish rulers The Maratha government created
only two

3 The system was created with a view fo create a class
of big landed estates 1n perpetuty us 1s apparent {som the sanad of
Tarenga In fact the institution of Patajls (Superier of several
villages) created by the Marathas m Chhatssgarh were not
very populas hence Major Agnew (the first British officer of
13 I6id  Tetter from the Deputy Commussioner 1 B

Deenys to Commissioner Snow  Dated 11th Jupe 1862

14 Agnow The Subgh of Chattesgarh pp 37-38
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this regioh) dismissed most of them But his successors
‘woulld have found 1t difficult to establish relations with every
Malguzar, particularly m the tracts under developed and
deserted It should nof have been economuc also It 1s there
fore, big landed estates were formed

The sole object of the origion of these estates was
to develop deserted and virgin Land which was 1n abun-
dance in this region and to develop the region it was
necessary that men of resources and influence should be
duced or allowed to take 1t up and this was dore by introdu
cing the system It produced good results at least inthe
estates created 1n early stages especially the first four This
has been mentioned by the British officers

5 The authority rights and duties of the tahoot-
dars were deliberately not made superior or inferior
From the sanads 1t 15 clear that neither they had the status of
the zamindars nor could they be so popular as the Gaontia
This was due to the fact that the authonty which created
them was 1n two mmds and suspicious  They were aware of
the unpopulanty of Patail whom they too disltked They
abolished that institution as far as possible  Whle creating
its counterpart they had the prejudices of the nstitution of
Patail hence this new institution remained only an interme
diary and Inhenited all the drawbacks of such intermediary
institutions It s therefore that most of them were aboll
Ished

6 The of tak dari being a rel; 1y
,unknown concept to the sml, could not germinate and
grow properly It had developed its institutions-in & peace
ful gnd jsolated atmosphare -

7~ Really sn Chhattisgarh, the itermediary institu
tions though in existence from timeto to time under
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various governments under various names, had never

been popular and lost their existence & even remem
berance

B Tbe lahvnxdan system was of recent origin and 1t did
not find favour With the British officers of Raipur 1t was
really very funny that the Settlement officer of Bilaspur
favoured 1t while that of Raipur opposed It It 1s a paradox
how they became good or bad simply by change of the district
whach only a few years before was one It 1s more ludicurous
that bigher officials at the headquarters accepted the view of
the officers on the spot without scrutimsing it



Calcutta Gazette (1784-1832)
J C Srivastava

The volumes of & weekly news paper the Calcutia
Ga ctte and Onental Advertiser may be considered among one of
the important publications possesed by the Library of the
National Archives of India  The senies contan useful snfor
mation on political, social and Iiterary hife tn Indua obtained
during the later 18th and early 19th century and highlight
the habits and customs of the early European settlers here
The Governor General in Council permitted Franus Gladwin
by an order dated February 9 1784 to publish the weekly and
directed  all the Hends of offices to 1ssue all such advertsse
ments and publications as may be ordered on the part of the
Hon ble Company through the channel of this paper The
Home (Public) Consultation No £0 dated 9 February 1784
reads as follows 1 humbly presume that to establish an
authorised Gazette under the immediate superintendence of
4 covenanted servant who should be  made responsible for its
contents would be measure of public utility and as such not
unworthy of the attention of the Government besides being
the channel for conveywing the proclamations orders of
Government and ordinary articles of inteligence 1t might be
made particularly useful to the junior post of the Company s
servants by the insertion of extrauts from the most approved
Persian authors in the onginal character with  English trans
lations and thus facil their improv t 1nthat]
the study of which has been so frequently recommended to
them by the Court of Directors The first number of this
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weekly was published on March 4,784 from 87 Larkins Lase
Taleutta

Although koown as the Caleutta Gazette 1t changed its
utle from time to time It first appeared as the Calcutt
Ga.ette and Oruental Advertiser (1784-Angust 1781) from Septem
ber 1791 to May 1815 1t was called the Caliutta Gazette from
June 1815 to March 1832 1t was known as the Gouernment
Gauette snd an April 1832 1t was repamed a8 the Caleutta
Gazette  From the general tenor of the paper it would appear
that although it was published as a
offictal as well as unofficial information the oiﬁual depart
ment wes kept quite distinet from the editonal and that the
Government was 10 no way connected or identified with the
management or politics of the paper, but only used 1t as
medium for making known general orders requisitions and
<fficial potices of all sorts  News Reports Editomal ariscles
weather reports warket reports  and shipping intelligence
appeared as the regular features Letters from correspon
dents on various topics as well as poems were also regularly
published  For local news 1t depended on its own staff as
well as on the reports published 1n other local contemporary
newspapers News were also extracted from Bombay, Madras
and Pe,tm\g Papers For Butopean news the Ga.etfe depended
onE

=

s

paper extracts were
also published n detm\ 1n special supplements of the Gazette

Bengah and Persian translations of Government notifications

usually found place 1 the Gevette the Bengah translations
Being sometimes prefaced with such de

ons as
Shr: Durga and Slm Knishnap v

These Gazettes may serve as a mine of wnformation on
-political and histonical conditions from the hime of Warren
H to the 1 of y of British
power in {Indiza  On the one hand the series contamn the
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hastoricat doguments and State Papers,, and public notificattons
of interest 1ssued either from the Secretarats or from thy
offices of the Board of Trade, the Board of Revenue, the
commusstoner for the Town of Calcutta or from others and
onthe other hand editorals leading articles ‘letters from
corresponds and advert of sales applications for
places etc Some papers will be found 1llustrative of the views
then held by high officials on points of Indian Statesmanship
and on public questions of various kinds These papers contamn
the war accounts the pohtical events or a masquerade ball or
a public conc~rt and give the researcher a general insight into
the state of Indian Society 190 years ago as well as enable
hum to trace the general progress and nise of British Power m
the East  The great historical events the operations againit
Tipu, the siege of Seringapattam  expedition to  Afghamstan
two Sikh campaignd presence of French Privateers and
French ships of war in the Bay of Bengal during the war with
France the disippearance of Maratha Supremacy with the
stitrender of Peshwa Bayt Rao Il the occupation of the impor
tant Island of Singapur the changesin Awadh and tltimately
the establishment of the Bntish atthonty i this contmnent
after the overthrow of powers that were hostile to it are all
depicted 1 detarl and 1n 1nteresting manner  The letters
from special correspondents with the Camp and editonal
notices, have been largely quoted and ‘take its readers
through the by-paths of history and not along 1its grand
routs

Besides the great feats of arms much was done towards
the cansolidation of British interests during the years of
comparative tranquility by the spread of education and other
nfluences of the Western world. The Himndoo College the
Mission College the Benaras Coliege and the Serampoor
Colfege were founded and opened  Orisatal Iterature was
encouraged The censorship on the Publi Press was
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removed The opening of churches canals, roads exten
wion of commumecation by means of steam Navigation and
wints of natwves to UK and 'European countries are also
described 1n detarls many interesting ceremonies 1n this patt
of the world and extent and variety of the amusements
enjoyed by the society of that period It also presents the
picture of the soctal wants and convemences of the early
Enghsh settlers  Bxtracts from Foreiga and Indian Press and
mteresting works are frequently quoted giving some ghmpses
ito the literary trends of that p riod 1nfluence of the poets
of the preceding centuries and the style of poetry sn vegue in

those days can be clearly traced m the stanzas found in these
Gazettes

In short the whole series from 1784 to 1832 covering a
period of 48 years presents a comprehensive picture of the
social and political life duning the close of 18th and the begy
nning of the 19th century and has proved a very important
source of matenal for the scholars and historians of Modern
Indian history

National Archives of India Library hasbeen able to
‘preserve these Gazeltes with the efforts of Indian Historscal
Records commussion for the posternity 1t would not be out
of place to mention here that under that sanction of the
Government of 1ndia the Records Commussion had published
six volumes of the Selections from Calcutta Gazettes of this
penod from the Military Orphan  Press Caleutta  The first
three volumes were compiied by W S Seton Carr the fourth

and fifth by Hugh Sandermann and the sixth volume by Amil
Chandra Das Gupta

The Selections have been arranged and
divided 1nto three parts Official Bdutonal and Advertisements

Except Volume I, all other volumes contain table of contents
The table of contents for volume Icanbe found i volume
third  Irrespective of the change 1n name from time to time
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the same title has been retained 1n slithe six volumes and
for the sake of umformty the samo pattern of Selections and
their arrangement as started with volume I has also been

followed
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Papers of the Founders of the Indian National Cong
ress These include documents of Dadabbar Naorojs, Badru
ddin Tyabjt and A O Hume Dadabhai Naoroy: was Pressdent
of the gongress session held 1n 1886 He was the first Indian to
be elected a member of the House of Commons 1n Ergland
Twice agatn 10 1693 and 1n 1906 he was elected President of
the Indian National Congress He died 1n 1917  The records
of Dadabhai Naorojn comprise of correspondence notes
resolutions  reports memoranda and memonals They
throw light on the activiies of the Indian National
Congress India Commuittee election of Naoroji to the
British Parhiament and include resolutions of Lendons
Indian Society  Parliamentary papers relating to his activi
ties as Member of Parliament are quite informative His
papers relate to his publications also and contain writings and
addresses His speeches on the conditions of India and his
edorts to educate the British public opinn n are remarkable
India was Naoroy s daily thought This 15 evident from his
private archives

Another distinguished founder of the National Congress
was Justice Badruddin Tyaby He was President of the Indian
National Congress 1n the 1887 session  In June 1895 he was
appointed judge of the Bombay High Court In 1903 he acted
for some months as Chief Justice of the same High Court
He died 1n London on 19 August 1906 Tyabj: papers consist
of his correspondence speeches his fee books his statement
before the Education Commussicn  and his will  His corres
pondence composed of about one thousand letters 1s the back
bone of his papers Letters written by Tyabj: are remarkable
In huis letter dated 16 October 1876 to the Editor of Tke Tumes
of india he pomnted out discremination showed towaras the
Todnams and dhe Arglo Indians As Congress Presdent Tyabp
tried to remove the doubts of Mushms and asked them to
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jom the National Congress He applauded the lofty aims of
the Congress but obvionsly he was smhing against the hostile
currents of Mushm opposition and achieved hittle success
Copy of Tyaby s speech to the Bombay Association 1s availa
ble 1n us papers 1 s speech s Congress President was
sensible and modest  His collection includes letters of A O
Hume also Hume took the imtmtive i orgamsing the
Indian National Congress His fifteen ongmal letters to
Badruddin Tyaby may Justly be treated as pieces of literature

Documents of the Congress Peesidents The National
Archives have also acquired documents of some of the Con
gress Presidents  In this category papers of four Congress
Presidents viz Gopal Krishna Gokhale Subhas Chandra
Bose Purushottam Das Tandon and Dr Rajendra Prasad!
have been incleded

Gopal hrishna Gokhale was a distinguished nationalist He
preside over 1905 session of the Indian National Congress
In 1005 Gokhale founded the Servants of India Society at
Poona Gokhale s death 1n 1915 greatly weakened the Indian
cause  His collection of Private papers has been acquired by
the National Archives of India from the S rvants of India
Society Poona  His documents cover the period 1889 1915
and fall 1nto two broad categories letters wntten by S
Gokhale and the letters recesved by hum  The number of
papers in the former group 15 smaller as Gokhale did not
keep the copies of gll the letters written by him  There are

about 372 letters and notes etc wnitten by Gokhale and these
have been kept 1n file No £03 (Parts I to V)

1 Dr Rajendra Prasad was President of the Indian National
Congress 10 1934 1939 and 1947 Bus private papers have

be~n discus ed under ‘Archives of the first Pre ident of
Todia
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Commiites U P The priv to papets of PD Tandon are
conpo.ed of cotrespondence NEWS papet clippings pam
phiets tracts booklets and Tus speeches s collection
snckudes lettors of Papdit Jawahar Lal Nehr Tal Bahadur,
Dr Rejendra Prasad  SurStaRam ¥ M Munshy Morarp
Desst, M K Gandhy, Dt Bhaguae Das end other exunent
perions
The errliest documert 1n the collection 1s dated 1912
They are papers of a c1vil hitag, t1on Bal Deo Das Vjs Mahant
Govind Das  Tandonyt & correspondence covers a wide range
of subjects such as matters concerning~-Hind: Sahitva Sam
melan views on Bhoodg m

P on P
offica by the Congress  Poasants Conference, ntroduction of
Huodr and Magrs scripts ete

Tondonjt s notes on 1mportant tems 1930-3% dealing
with Gandhiji s march to Dandt arrest of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehm peasants movement 10 P are of endunng value An
eleven page note ¢ the handwntmg of Tandony powting
out defects of 1930 Act 18 mstyuctive

n 18! Tasdony rtesigned from the Hindi Sahstya
Sammelan as well 4 (rom the Congress Presidentship  Pandut
Jawaharfal Nefiry offered bum Governocshup of Assam, which
he polttely declined  Thus collection 1s sufficiently important
from the point of view of research scholars and mdispensable
for fus brographers

The Records of an Extrenst Apart from the
doctments of vatious Corgre s Presidents, the National

Archives of India have tn s custody the papers of an extre
’\“QQ*N Gaogadhar Dilak  He was & famous satogshist
‘l\h:;:nd s\as‘ a very crudite scholar He was editar of

3 and he ant Tk was prosecuted dad convicted

o8 & charge of sedition  He demand-d that Tndia, sho“!dvlf
il 2utonomaus goverament, absolutely free of the aeh
wibeol In 1006 Tk the Brtish

Hak started Home Rulo League < In
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The rest of the collection is composed of letters received
by Gokhale form emment contemporaries hke Sir Wilham
Wedderdurn A O Hume Dinshaw  Wacha Dadabha
Naorojt Surendra Nath Baneryi Pheroze Shah Mehta M G
Ranade R C Dutta S P Sinha Rabindra Nath Tagore
Motilal Ghose Lala Lajpat Ral, Srimati Saropm Nadu Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru and others Moreover there are some
subject files such as Congress Compromise Elementarv Edu
cation Bill Indian struggle 1n South Africa Islington Commu
ssion and some diartes of Gokhale The entire collection has
been microfilmed 1 fourteen rolls

Subhas Chandra Bose in his early cireer went to Englard
1n 19.0 and competed 1 the I CS Later on he resigned
fromthe I1CS and jomed the Indian National Congress
Subhas Bose was elecied President of the Congress in 1938
which he subsequently resigned  In 194° he took charge of
the Indian National Army and the Indian Independence
League Netaj s letters are lable 1 his cc d
with V J Patel papers of the Indian Independence League
and letters to Bhola Nath Roy  His 1dea and speeches are
available 1n 81 copies of the A»ad Hind an organ of the Indian
Independence League These copie s of the newspaper wnclude
views of Subhas Chandra Bose on the Indian National Army
Some of his speeches which he delivered from Pallenbang
Tokyo and Djakarta are available

Personal papers of Purshottam Das Tardon an eminent
Congress President have also been wquired In his early
career he was a lawyer at tho Allahabad High Court He was
elected Speaher of the U P Legislative A sembly, 1949-50
Tandonp was president of the U P Congress Comnuttee in
1948  He was elected President of Indian Mat onal Cogress in
1950 session  He reigned from Congress Presidentshup in
September 1951 P D Tandon was chairman of the Bheodan
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Committee U P The pniv te ppers of PD ‘Tandon are
compo ed of correspondence news paper clippings pam
phlets tracts booklets and his speeches  His collection
1ncludes letters of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehrn Lal Bahadur,
Dr Rajendra Prasad  Sir Sta Ram K M Munsln Morarj
Desat M h Gandli Dr Bhagwae Das and other eminent
percons '

The eatliest document 1n the collection 1s dated 1912
They are papers of a cuvil litigation  Bal Deo Das V/s Mahant
Govind Das  Tandonp s correspondence covers a wide range
of subjects such as matters concerning—Hindi Salutya Sam
melan views on Bhoodan on ce
office by the Congress Peasants Conference mtroducnon of
Hind1 and Nagr: scripts etc

Tandonyi s notes on mportant items 1930-34 dealing
with Gandhiji s march to Dandi arrest of Pandif Jawaharlal
Nehru peasants movement in U P are of enduring value An
eleven page note 1n the handwnting of Tandony poisting
out defects of 1935 Act 15 wnstructive

In 1951 Tandonjp resigned from the Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan as well as from the Congress Presidentship Pandit
Tawaharlal Nehru offered hum Governorship of Assam which
he politely declined  Thas collection 1s sufficiently important
from the point of view of re.earch scholars and indispensable
for lus biographers

The Records of an Extremust Apart from the
documents of various Congress Presidents the National
Archives of India have n 1ts custody the papers of an extre
mist—Bal Gangadhar Tilak He was a famous nationalist
leader and was a very erudite scholar He was editor of
Maratha and ke an, Tilak was prosecuted and convicted
on a charge of sedition He demanded that India should have
an autonomous government obsolutely free of the Brtish
cofifrol In 1916 Tilak started Home Rule League ~ In
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D ber 1920, he declared the at of Purna Suoray,
and not mere Dominion status to be the goal of India  His
two works the Geets Rahasya and the Aryans are well known

A good number of letters of Tilak are available 1n the
Kharpade collection Tilak corresponded regularly with
Kharpade His letters deal with presentation of India s case
for self determination before the peace Conference at Pans In
his letter dated July 24 1919 Thlak advocated refusal to give
evidence before the  Select Committee on the Indian Bill as
protest against the Punjab atrocities  Some letters of Tilak
deal with Lala Lajpat Rats activities in Ameriea and relate
to India s claim for self determination  In one of hus letters
dated June 19 1818 Tilak wrote about restrictions imposed
by Government on his visit to England  Papers ou the tral of
B G Tk 1eclude the charge sheet 1ssued to him as well as
the proceeding of his trial

D ts on the A of Gandhy1  Activities
of Gandhip are best reflected m N K Bose collection
(1830-46) Prof Nirmal kumar Bose 1s famous for hus writings
on Gandhyi  He was 2 close assocate of Bapu  His collec
tion 1s composed of books important papers magazines and
news paper chppings There are a number of good books 1n
the collection which include  corporal punishment in India
by er Henry Cotton An other book deals with the Montague
¢ ford Reform proposals with a f d by Anme
Besant

However the backbone of this collection are the news
paper chippings which cover Gandhin s views and activities
for a period 1930-46  These clippings include Bapu s inter
pretation of Furna Suarqy sentence on Bhagat Singh lus 1deas
on Gandhi-Irwin Agreement and full text of Gandhu s broad
cast 1o Ameria from Kingley Hall Inone of them the
actual text of Gandhi-Wavell correspondence has been publt
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shed (Papers on Champaran m%yd:g viewed as better sourde
for Bg}:‘lﬂ::\l::sl::z'o fﬁed:mla‘l‘;elral Jursst  The private
papersof Dr M R Jayakar are extremely ymportant Hony
Vice—Chancelor Poona University since April 1948 and
ele*ted to the Borbay Legislative Council 1n 1923 DrMR

Jayakar was leader of Swaray Party 1n Bombay Hewas
deputy leader of the Nationalist Party {1927 30) He was
delogate to the Indian Round Table Cosnference 1n London

In 1937 he was appointed Judge of the Federal Court of India

n January 1939 he was appointed member of the Privy Goun

el Dr Jayakar was also member of Constituent Assembly
of India  His valuable collection of personal correspondence
was deposited 1n the National Archives of India 1n 1964 by
the executor of his will Dr D R Gadul

The Jayakar
collection comprises of 1099 correspondence files 68 files of

miscellancous papers, 53 dianes, 248 volumes of newspaper
chippings and 28 chapters of his autobiography and subsidiary
lists and indexes  Dr Jayakar exchanged letters with C R
Das lala Lajpat Rai, Dr Anme Besant Pandit Motilal
Nehru Sir Tey Bahadur Sapru Gandhup € T Andrews, BR
Ambedkar Mohd Al Jinnah Mohd  Sir Zafrulla Khan Dr
Rajendra Prasad Lord Irwin Lord Tanhthgow Ramsay

Macdonald Lord Samuel Hore and other distinguished con
temporaries

His papers deal with the Indian freedom stru
ggle and include & on Civil Disobed M nent
release of Gandhip the Simon Commission the Round Table

Conferences the working of the Indian reforms separation
of Burma from India

The papers on Indhan constitutional
reforms are most valuable

Two hundred forty eight pross
clipping volumes of the collection are a mune of information

The Jayakar papers® arc 1n constant demand by the research

scholars

2 Bela Dikshit has published an article *A Note on Jayakar
Papers 1o Shodhak Yol 1pt C 1972
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Sir Sita Ram was an emment lawver, scholar president
of the U P Leglsluhr\'/ehf.;ouncxl (He was knighted jn 1931
He was appointed Indin's High Commussioner for Pakistan
In¥indg g Lo aft oAb s "

Sir Sita Ram s collections comprises 54 files It mncludes
terfers bt Pt Jawalarldl Nehru Liyadat Al Khan Sardar
Vilwblibhas Patel Sit Girya'Shankar Baypar Sir Maharaj
Singh 'Dr Kmlash Nath Kafju Sir Mauriee Hallet, Sir
fakad Mudie,'Sir € Y Chintsmans Sir Mloolm Haily Sir
‘I’éi Bahadur Sapru and bthers His papers throw light on
theBoyeott Movément treatment of politicdl prisdners in
Jails hakor train decoity case and mtérnment of Mth 'Anmie
Besants Sir Sita Rams secret P correspondence, #as Undia s
High Commussionet »in Pakistan with mmportant officials of
Tndia atd Pakistan, covermgthé period 1949-50, is extremely
mmportant 1n the context of Tndo Pakistan relations 9

Papers-of litétary genins  'The National Archives of
thdia hus'also acqdired documents of literary gemus I this
&onhection mention may be made of the documents of Pandit
Benars1 Das Chatutved: and Pt Padam kant Malaviya
3! padam 'Bhusan Benarsi Das Chaturvedi 18 a distmgu
shed Hindi Schblar and had been 2 close assdciate of
Mahifma CGaddhi C ¥ Andréws and Ravindra Nath Tagore
Thé important correspondente of s collection is about
Pt~ Jawkharlal Nehefl Munshi Pretm Ciand  Ganesh Shanker
Vx(dyar\fn Maithili Sharan Gupta Acharya Narendra Deo
Df' Sampurnanand Mahatima Gandhi  Purushottam Das
hndon and otilers

" ”‘}“sLéollectwn 15 composed of three distinct parts viz
(s} thié private ;mger‘s of C F Andrews (u) Papers relatig to
the Tidians Gvetseas {m1) correspondence of Shr1 B D Cha
WiVEL e p}ess clippings masntained, by Sr1 Chaturved:
c}x'\'miscéllar'wous topid are lfrom well‘\known penodxc'ﬁs/
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They ate of considerable evidential Valu¢ @ The w_lldc!lér\"
wmcludes 164 photographs of JAdian revdlutibnanes hike!
Bhagat Singh Chandra Shekhar Azad and others The'causé
of revol ries s been 1y clear to Cht\tuwedu\l
An account of this collection will perhaps remain mcomplety
without mentioning a manusenipt written probably by Rani
Charan Lat Sharma giving an avcount of the hornble conds

tions under which Indian Patriots Lived in the Andaman Jads

Equally important 13 P K Malaviya collectibn whith)
covers the period of 1907-1967 The collectioh p:utly“wmSI
prises the correspondence of Padam Kant Malavfya‘sndlhll
father Krishna Kant Malaviya with deveral sndivadudls 'd¢
Gandlup C Rajgopalichasn Subhash! ChandraBose P D’
Tandon, Jawaharlal Nehru Sir Tejy Bahadur Sapru and Dr

Rajendra Prasad A large number of press clippings and !
extracts from the newspapers from an othe? signsficant dspect?
of the collection  Also weloded 1o 1t ere several valusble

volumes of the Abhyudaye which was founded by Pt Madan
Mohan Malaviya sn 1907 | 1 i

' Among the main subjects discussed 1n the correspon

dende and the press cuttings mention may be'made o the
activities of the Forward Bloc Madan Mohan M;\hvxyal
cenfenary 1Indo Japanese friendship Subhas Bole s death’
conttoversy Phulpur by clechions of 1964 | The volumes of
the Abhyudaya cover 2 large period from 1td inceptids to 148
there being gaps for some years Under the Edrtorship of
Pt Madan Mohan Malaviya the periodical fublished valu ?
able vomments bn the admunistratidh! of India uhder Lord)
Curzon! Apart from the !papers of Wterary persdns  the!

National Archives hish diquired the docurents of the first
President of India i

1 ’
Archives of the first Presadent Lflnldup! The prxv.x“:
papers of the first President of Indian Republic. Dr Rajundra
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Prasad were acquired from his son B Mrityunjay Prasad
1n 1972-73  Dr Rajendra Prasad joined Mahatma Gandhi
in the Champaran agrarian movement  He was President of
the Indian National Congress in 1934 1939 and 1947 He was
Minister for Food and Agriculture 1n the Interim Govern
ment

Dr Rajgendra Prasad collection vomprises of 852 files
covering the period 193561 1t includes correspondence of
Gandhijr Pt Jawaharlal Nehru Rabindra Nath Tagore, Dr
Ram Manohar Lohia Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel Maulant
Abul halam Azad Subhas Chandra Bose C Rajagopalachan
AptPrasad Jan Dr B C Roy T T Krishnamachart M C
Chagla S Kk Patil and others

The vollection deals with All India Congress Committee
1t 1ncludes letters from the Foreign Political and Eonomie
Departments of A I CC One of the importnt file de uls with
the position taken up by the Congress on the question of
World War Il and correspondence with the Viceroy It
includes draft of Dr Rajendra Prasad s replv to Viceroy s
fetter drafted by Nehru with corrections by Gandhyt and
additions by Rajendre Prasad  An other file deals with the
homage paid to the memory of Guru Rabindra Nath Tagore
by the All India Congress Commuttee Files are also available
concerning the partition of India problems confronting
the interim Government mourn on Bapu s death and pres:
dent s correspondence with the Mmmsters of the Union
Government Dr Rajendra Prasad s correspondence with the
Governor General of India officers of the Government of
India 10 the foreign countries and his personal friends like
Sardar Swaran Singh X M Munsht Dr C P Ramaswamy
Awir Dr k' N Katju Morarp Desar Jaghwan Ram and
others torms the bickbone of hus papers

Some of the speeches delivered by Dr Rajendrn Prasad
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and his correspondence regarding food policy and other

important notes concerning the constituent Assembly of India
are available

An account of these papers will perhaps remain imcom
plete without mentioning Gandhiyt s vi 1t to Champaran and
the recording of evidences by Gandhiu and B Rajendra
Prasad of the peasants of Bihar who were merulessly tortu

red More over, the manuseripts of Indin Divided have also
been acquired

The new spapers clippings of Dr Rajendra Prasad papers
are quite informative and deal with India s demand for seif
determimation and resignation of Subhas Chandri Bose
fromthe congress his letters to the congress leaders, the rift
w the coppress and Gandhip s statement on the defeat of
Dr Pattabhi and relate 10 the Cabinet Mission

Such 15 the story m brief of private pipers 1n the
National Archives of Indla
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1 i
Report on the papers '!
Relating to the trials of

Indian Revolutionaries (rg914-42)'

Ram Pande !

Qn 29 11 73 the papers of s1x important trials of Indian
revolutionartes viz - Delhi Explosive case, 1914, Case of
Crown Vs Manohar l2] and Mohd Sultan, 1923 Assembly
Bomb ta ¢ 19290 Cae of Crown Vs Harbandhy Samdsdar
1933 and the case of Crown Vg Jagar Singh 1942 were
acquired by the National Archives from the Court of Distriet!
and Sessions Judg, Delh:  All these cases. roused considera
ble excitement and publicity during;the days of their tral
With the passige of time the e court papers bave passed into
the arena of history  Now while studying the various aspects
of reecom struegle, the scholar can justly look into them
with a feelng of wterest and detachment and use them as docu

mentary evidence A report on these six cases is submiited as

under
{1} Delhi Explosive Case t (Trial No 8 of 1014) —
In the tase Amr Chand and Oudh Bihart accused were
charged under sections 4 o und & of the Explos ve Substance
Act The documents of this case snclude among other things
(1) Stacements of Amr Chand and Qudh Bihart before
the Sessions Judge Delhy
{2) The judgement celivered by the Sessions Judge
Deliu
Both Amir Chand and Oudh Bihan were found gty and
sentenced to transportation for 20 years each, under section
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L£OTMhe Fxplosive SobsRmterer 'y Mr/MAH 11ain on
LGS The papers acquited by the National Arthives mclude
terrprmted copies of tie procsédiogs of Dethy Explosive cage?
It ¢ (2] > The IDelhi Comsparacy Case ti(Trial No!6lof
1914) 1THas case aroused greter public enthusiasm add 'ptibh
&tys In~the case] thesaccused) ~eleben 1 nuniby, stood
charged with conspiracy to comimit fmarder thder sectiods
302{120 B on 81 3 1914 of one Ram Padarath The“phincipal
_accused 17 thecese were, Amur Chand, Basant Kumar'Biswds,
Dina Nath 1 Sultan |Chard; 1RzshBihars Bose! Ha7 Daval
Arjur Lal Sethi, Har) Ram Setht and other persons indluding
Hanwant Sahatan At the time of the heaning of thudlcade! Rash
Bihar: Bosé wits an abscondeR The'case wvotved 203 frokedit
tioh witness and 262 Jbundies ofnexhibils 1 The dotuments
nclede statements of appiovers, 1 vaTious atcustd and Beience
withesset  These are both 1n onginal and printed !{The papers
1clude commrtment proceedings x1n the Courtof V. Chnholly
Esqr 11 Magistrate and incoroporate siatements of probecution
witness aswellias post mortem report of the deceased Ram
Padarath male about 45 years old  Printed mbex of exhubits
of {ns case narrate,in detail the revolufionary charpcter of the
Canspiracy, 1ncorportating evidence for ihe prosecution a
ih

1al and Mahd
Sultan aged.19 yearsand 22 years respectwely were involwed!

They were charged under section 117 o1 the 1P C Manohar
Lal accuied has posted 2 poster in Havel: Haider Quli, Délin
and admitted before the Court that ie did abet the commussson
of the murder of Goverament Officers und purticipated in
armed revolution ! The statement of other accused Mohd
Sultan aged 22 yedrs 18 also avalable  On °3 10 1933 these
1wo youby 't s were! i to 3 years and

tryears miglorous tmprisonment respectiely by the Sessions
Judge Delht 4

34 (3) Crown VS Manohar Lal and Mohd Sultan
this 1 case two

Manc

Uy
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(4) The Assembly Bomb Case —Trial No § of 1929
Crown Versus Bhaeat Singh and Batukeshwar Datta in the
Court of Mr L Middieton, 1 CS 1s still green 1n the memory
of older peneration  The meost important document n the
case 15 the statement of Shakeed Bhagat Singh and B K Dutta
who said '“we dropped the bombs on the floor of the Assembly
Chamber to register our protest on beh 1f of those who had no
other menas to give expresston to the heart tendering agony
Our sole purpose was to make the deaf hear Andstlf we
admit we deliberately dropped the bombs into the Assembly
Chamber Apart from the statements of the accused revolu
tionartes the statements of the defence witnesses such as Dr
Q A Mansurt Fellow of the Chenmucal Secicty London, are
on the record  The Statement of pandit Madan Mohan Mala
viya who appearcd as a defence witness 1n the case Is also on
record  The file includes opintons of he assessors as well as
the matn arguments for the defence Mr Asaf Alt Bar at Law
pleaded the case of Bhagat Singh and B K Dutta but of no
avail The judge Mr L Middlelton found both of them guilty
and sentenced them for transportation of hie

(5) Caseof Harbandhu Samajdar —The flame lit by
Bhagat Singh did not extingwish with his passing away The
flame of revolution once Lit conttnued to burn as s evident
from the trial No 10f 1933 Harbandhu Samajdar Ganpat
Lal and Bhagwan Sahat who were charged V/S 120 B and 397
IPC It wasa conspiracy by a number of youngmen ranging
1n the age group of 17 to 23 years, fired with revolutionary
ideas whose object was to snatch the revolver carried by a
constable In this case Bhola turned an approver The papers
of the case include stat=ments of 36 proscution witness state
ments of Harb ndhu Samajdar Ganpat Lal and Bhagwan
Sahas  The Sessions Judge Delhi found Harbandhu Samajdar
gwilty and sentenced him to seven years R 1 Itis on record
that the party was to obtain Suaray by terrorism
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(8) The Case of Crown VS Jagat Singh, 1942 1_‘:
Au.ust 1942, Qut India Movement was started 1n wihicl
maximem  cforts  were made to  launch 2 peaceful
agiation agaimst the mighty Brtish empire The uon
violent attitude of  revolutionaries turned violent as
it s ewdent from case No 1 of 1942 In the case
Hazara Smgh Feroz and Jagat Singh were tried by Mr Nawab
Smgh 1 C S Special Judge Delm for the murder of Pir
Mot d Shanif Subl of Pohce Delln They
found guilty of murder and the judge convicted each one of
them to dewh  However in lis review wdgement, dated
321943 Mr Justice Mohammed Munwr set aside the convic
tions and the sentence and acquitted all the three accused

‘The papers of this case wclude statements of the prose
cution witnesses charge sheet against the accused persouns,

defence w tnesses as well as judgement delivered by the special
Judge



Nana Saheb’s Letters and
Memorials

M L Bhargava

Recent researches into the enormous source-material
relating to the 1857 struggle have brought to hight a serses of
fetters and memorsals written by or on behalf of Nana Saheb
the adopted Peshwa  These cn be classified mto four broad
categories viz

(1) Yaddasht and memonals sent to the Lieutt  Gover
nor the Governor-General of India in Council and the Court
of Drrectors of the East India Company

(1) Nana s letters to the rulers of Indian States pessons
of note n England and Russia through Azimullah Khan

(s} Nana s letters to Napoleon Bahadur of France to
Rana Jung Bahadur the Prime Mimster of Nepal and an
Ishtiharnamak to Her  Majesty the Queen the Parhament, the
Court of Directors and others in 1857 59

(1v) Letter of Nana Saheb of Bithur 1859

First and Second Categories —In the present article
the study has been manly confined to the letters of the third
category  The first two categories and fourth form altogether
a separate subject  No one 15 comprised of two Yaddashts
dated 7th Feb 1851 and 19th July 1851, and three memorials
two of whick are addressed to the Governor General of
India—in Council and the third to the Court of the Directors
of the East India Company The last one 1s dated 28th
December 1852 These were addressed to the Company s
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authorities immediately after the death of Bap Rao 11 on £8th
January 1851

In these memorials Nana Saheb has stipulated fulfilment
of the terms settled by the East India Company with the
Peshwa on 13th June 1817 when he was persuaded to relin
quish sovereignty orver large area of the country and live n
exile at Bithur District Kanpur U P 1n leu of the cession of
ternitory yielding a revenue of 34 lakhs the Peshwa was
granted a pension of 8 lakhs of rupees per annum for his
famly as well as the entire retinue of about 5 000 people who
also migrated to Bithur along with him  In these memorals
Nana Saheb has very ably and boldly pleaded his case for the
continuance of the pension ttles etc Failing to secure rever
sal of Dalhousie s decision in India he appealed to the Court
of Directors in London and sent his Dewwan Azam ullah Khan
abroad on this mission  He also started secret negotiations
with the rulers of Indian States the French Governor of
chandernagar and some persons in England and Russia
These constitute category no second Theonly available
evidence regarding Nana Saheb s vorrespondence with rulers
Like Hotkar GulabSingh Scindia and Rajas of Assam Japur
Jodhpur Jhalawar Rewa Baroda Nagpur, holhapur Satara
18 contained in the statement of Sitaram Bawa tendered before
H B Deverous Judiwial Commussioner of Mysore on January

18 1858 and the following days tegarding Nana Saheb as an
of the A d

g to Sitaram Bawa
Nana Saheb wrote hus letters 1n 1855 at intervals of two or
three months each but he got no answer to them After the
annexation of Awadh he wrote more letters but now he
recerved some response  This dowument s reported to form
part of Knye s papers now preserved i she Commanwealtly
Relations Office London  Until this 15 obtamed and details

examined 10 the Light of the published source material nothing
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defimite can be said about the letters alleged to have been sent
by Nana Saheb to other Indsan leaders

Sitaram Bawa in his statement also deposed that Nana
Saheb wrote to Russia and that he got 2 reply  The account
given by W H Ruseel in his My Diary i Irdia of his nteres
ting meeting with the Nanas Agent—Azim ullah Khan—in
the trinches before Sebastopol—(Crimea-Russia) pointediy
reveals—

{a) That Nana s agent was in Crime2 on Rus way back
from the prosecution of an unsuccessful clum agamst the
East India Company 1n London

(b} that Azim ullah Khan who could speak French and
English frequently had established contacts with people in
England and France before he returned to India

and (v) that on his return to India he accompanied Nana
Saheb to Lucknow and visited the Military stations all
along the Grand-Trunk Road asfir as Ambala (Harvana)
and Siml+

1t may be presumed that the wisit of Nanas agent to
Russiz mght have spre1d rumours that he wrote letters to
Russia as well  But so far nothing has been found to substa
ntiate the deposition of Sitaram Bawa But Nana Sahebs
letters supplied by Archives du Mimister des Affairs Estran
geres Parts to the National Archives New Delhi throw a
flood hight on Nana s early activities

IlIrd Category —The letters are addressed to the
French Emperor 1n the year 1857  The microfilm copy of the
French translations of these letters written m Hindustan
character by two of his representatives reveal that they were
despatched from Chandernagar on two different dates 1 ¢
vlst March 185 and  sth April 185%  The first covers 65
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pages and the second 19 pages with three enclosures covering
11 4 and } pages respectively  The first enclosure1s & letter
addressed directly to His Majesty Napoleon Bahadur dated
August-September 1857 The second enclosure 1s addressed
to His Bxcellency Mr Law Bahadur French Governor in
Chandernagar and the third entlosure 1s also addiessed to
the Governor but was intended to serve asa covering letter
for the two other addresses one to Mr Moras 1nd the other
to the Kang of kings 1e the Emperor of France

The above—mentioned letters provide the finest expost
t1on of the socio—economic and political causes of the revo
lution of 1857  Comung as they do from 1ts chief onginator
and unquestioned leader they have a tremendous historical
value Bahadur Shah IT has only retterated these ideasn
his proclamation  Nana Saheb accuses the Enghsh govern
ment of falsehood and deceit 1n the annexation of the Maratha
domunions  According to hum the Indian rulers have been
deprived of their states by strategem and political machina
tions  Thus as many as £00 princes fell victim to violation
of treauies and solemn engagements Moreover the Enghsh
are charged with the gmilt of heaping 1ignonymy on the Empe
ror of Delht and ruling chiefs of the Deucan dethronment of
the successor of Maharaja Ranyt Singh and the deposition
of the Nawab of Awadh  Besides these politicl inequities
the East India Company promuigated such Regulations and
laws which ruined the propertied men the landed aristocracy
One and all sufferred from the heavy expenses of litiga

tion customs duties and taxes on the products of their own
fields

The inequities did not end here but they extended to
promulgation of laws contrary to the sacred codes and offen
et ehpous swatwnems  the dwhonounng of women and
the destruction of temples and mosques the interfurence with
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pages and the second 19 pages with three enclosures covenng
11 4 and 3 pages respectively  The first enclosure 15 a letter
addressed directly to His Majesty Napoleon Bshadur dated
August-September 1857 The second enclosure 15 addressed
to His Excellency Mr Law Bahadur French Governor 1
Chandernagar and the third enclosure 1s also addiessed to
the Governor but was sntended fo serve asa covering Jetter
for the two other addresses one to Mr Moras and the other
to the khang of kings 1¢ the Emperor of France

The above—mentioned letters provide the finest expost

ton of the socio~economic and political causes of the revo
lution of 1857

Coming as they do from its chief originator
and unquestsoned leader they have a tremendous historical
value  Bahadur Shah I has only reiterated these ideasin
hus proclamation  Nana Saheb accuses the English govern
ment of falschood and deceit in the annexation of the Maratha
domimons  Acwcording to lim the Indian rulers have been
deprived of thesr states by strategem and politial machina
tions

Thus as many as £00 princes fell victim to violation
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ror of Deltu and ruling chiefs of the Dewan  dethronment of
the suicessor of Maharaja Ranpit Singh and the deposition
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the Hindu customs of adoption and sat: the resumption of
endowments made for the support of temples and charitable
establishments and above all the plan to corrupt the religious
rites and customs of the Indians As the result of all
these mequities the sepoys of the Bengal Army became disco
ntented and decided to fight the Enghsh  till all their strength
was exhausted and so longas a single individual remained
alive In cataloguing the mequities Nana Saheb has shown
an extraordimary graps over the then political situation and by
drawing attention to these he must have won the proud posi
tion of an unquestioned leader

By means of letters to the Emperor of Franie Nana
Saheb wanted to seek foreign ard  In one of Ius letters dated
August—September 1807 ( Enclosure No 1) 1t1s mentioned
that

‘Before the beginning of the troubles (1 ¢ the outbreak
of 1857) Nana Saheb sent to Mr Moras (Governor of Ghan
dernagar) aletter which spoke of hisplan to sojourn n
Chandernagar This shows his farsightedness because in
August-September 1857 he could not reach Chandernagar as
then all outlets were closed This was indeed one of the
sauses of the 1857 war  Whulst the English could continu
ously bring fresh reserves by way of sea  Nana Saheb could
not even get the requisite lead and sulphur for hus guas from
abroad  The only outlet left to Nana Saheb and others was
Nepal and all the 55 top leaders with o0 10 60 thousand
sepoys their women and children horses and elephants retr
eated 1nto the fastenesses of the Nepalese terai

Nana Saheb built high hopes on the French aid as he
asserts 1n hus Ishtiharnamah to the Queen and others dated
20tn April 1859 that he sent a letter to  Chandernager but it
did not reach them This has disappointed me or you
would have seen what Iould do I will however still for
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Chandernagar  Although Nana s letters did reach Chander
nagar,but there was hardly any possibility of the French aid
Moreover the striking power of the British navy 1857-58
was so great that no other European power could dare to
challenge the same on the high seas

Recetving no response from the French Emperor or the
Governor of Chandernagar Nana Saheb finding all outlets
closed on ham as well as hus followers decided to seek asylum
1n Nepal This desperate bid resulted 1n hectic correspon
dence between Biryis hudr the boy Nawab of Awadh and
Rana Jung Bahadur the Prime Minister of Nepal Nana Saheb
also wrote a letter and sent the same through his brother
Gangadhur Reo and Bala Saheb Peshwa Bahadur, relating
theren all particulars regarding the Peshwa s plight and s
desire to seek shelter in Nepal  In lis second letter dated
2nd February 1859 Nana Saheb praised Rana for his genero
sity inagreeing to nvite Begum Hazrat Mahal along with all
the Rajas to Nepal and conveyed to hun his own decision
tomeet hum and obtamn aid Rana Jung Bahadur under
pressure from the Bntish resident 1 Nepal did not agree
to give asylum to Nana Saheb However the Rana agreed to
gwve shelter to the ladies of the Peshwa s family He even
went to the length of giving personal protection to the wife
of Nana Saheb who resided 1n a specially built cottage for her
1 the palace garden of Rana Jung Bahadur 1 Kathmanda

Having secured protection for the ladies Nana Ssheb
started correspondence with the British authorities to seek
terms of compromise  There are two letters i this segies
dated 20th April 1859 and the other dated 25th April 1869
The first1s in the form of an Ishtharsamah addressed to Her
Majesty the Queen of England the Parliampet the Court
of Ducestors the Governor—Genrial Lazutenant—Governor
and all officers Civil and Military  dated 17th Ramzan 1275
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Hyr1  In this Nana Saheb has cleared his position by *
gorieally denying any hand n the murder of Europea ,
hanpur  He expressed surprise that althcugh the En o
have forgiven the real murderers they were not prepare ™
allow pardon to hum as envisaged in the Queen s procia =
tion  He stated that having jomed the revolution ou~"="
sheer helplessness he had been fighting against the Queen ~~3*
sarcastically and defiantly says 1w his Ishitharnemah gt
strange that you a great and powerful nation have been fig~""-
ting with me for two years and have not been able to do ar ¥4
thing While disowning all guilt Nana Saheb declard™® b
that he would fight as long as he lived He held out th
threat further in these words, We will meet, and then
shall shed your blood and 1t will flow knee deep Iam prcp:; aly
red todie If I am alone and worthy of bemg an enemy owy
so powerful nation as the British 1t 1s a great honour to me
and every wish of my heart ss fulfilled Death will come to
me one diy What then have Ito fear 7 *
The only response to such a bold letter of Nana Saheb
was contained 1n a commumeation from Major Richardson
alluding theremn to the terms of the Queen s proclamation
Nana Saheb then addressed a second letter to the English
authorities on 25th April 1852 In this he asserted that he
was not prepared to surrender unconditionally He wrote
if & letter written by Her Majesty the Queen and impressed
with her se1l and brought by the Commanding Officer of the
French (Fransee) or the second 1n Command reach me I will
placing reliance on these officers accept the terms without
hesitation He was not prepared to put any realiance on
British Officers  He asserted and querrted  Why should
1 jo1n you knowing all the dagaba= perpetrated by youin
Hindoostan?  In the next few limes he recalls his correspon
dence with the Queen through his Eddcher (messenger) Diwan
Azim Ullah who brought a letter from Her Majesty written
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sth her own hand, and xmpress:d with her own seal  Nana
Saheb had this létter n his poss:sswn at the "time of wnting
tisletter  If this could be repeated then he could come th
wms otherwise ¢ There will be war between me and
‘tuas long as T have hfe  whether I be killed or imprisoned
o hanged, and whatever 1do will be done, with the sword
oy Nana Saheb wrote this 1n utter definance 2nd despera
fon  He was heedless of the consequences  As life was to
adsome day he did not like to die 1n dishonour

1 > t

—
»

Trarstation of the first enclosure to the letter dated 28th Apnl 1858
Jrom the Adrmmll] {of Chandernagar India) lothe I‘ml:h "

Lmperor !
To 1 n
His Majesty "
Nazpoleon Bahadur
King of hangs and Lord of Lords
1
1
‘ Foreign affairs ' \ "
‘RY
archieves vl
Sit $ !

v May Providence prolong your hife

Pt cuswmary for an Emperor to watch over the poli
tival conduct of the Kings and of the Prmces of other coun
tnes

Attaches 1n the service of the great Nanaraw (sic)
Saheb Bahadur, we have bzen sent by fum to Chandernager
= French possession, we have not been  able to find there Mr
Moras

-



94

Before the beginning of tho troubles, Nana-Saheb sent
to Mr Moras a letter which spoke of hus planto sojourn 1n
Chandernagar

Today, all the outlets are closed

One cannot state precisely the numerous umpust and
arbitrary acts of the English Government in Hindustan it
has exterminated the princes of these countries by using
violence on them It has even broken its oath it has also
taken such measures that a King who formerly possessed &
force of 2 500 000 to 3 000,000 men has nothing today Every
day one sees the introduction of new rules establishing dispo.
sitions which are favourable to it and harmful to the Rajas
Princes and inhabitants of these countries These imstitutions
have served to bring msery and poverty everywhere

It does not stop there st has mnterferred with our
religion our customs and our rites  These acts have led most
of the snhabitants to emigrate

Stnce God showers his favours on your Majesty may
your Majesty therefore condescend to give your protection
to the inhabatants of Hindustan 7 May your Majesty see how
the treaties and the conventions have been violated I That s
the purpose of the present petition

In 1ts extreme tribulation the population of these coun
tries hasno other recourse thanto address Heaven and
exclaim May God Bring about the anmhilation and exter
mination of theee Enghshmen or make us perish all ! For we
have lost our respect and honour and Dhely (sic) (Delhs)
also has boen snatched away from us

With so many losses sufferel by us what remams for
us there to desire | Your Majesty knows that the Piinces
are established 1mthis world only to make their subjects

happy !
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For a country producing ten laus of fupees the sssess
ment has been carried to thicty Iacs It is'ohly on this figure
that the collection of taxes 1s tarried out and when an nha
bitant 1s ot 1n a condition to pay the ‘land he explots is
attached and ss put on sale Sometimes even one becomes the
purchasing party Thus a Zamindar who formerly had 11 hiy
possession a considerable area of land elsphants camels and
horses 1s reduced to have nothing any moré not éven thé
where withal for living

In Hindustan never at any time did the Rajas and the
Princes impose duties 0n the manufacture of salt and on
water which was used for irmgation Today the Englsh
exact payment for everything 3 !

.
The trade which procured the means of existenc and
resources for the inhabitants of the vountry 1s undertaken and

monopolised by the English a system which 1s harmful to the
population

On the othet hand, the trading in horses was $olely
reserved for the inhabitants' Now the English have madeé
themselves its ptoprictors  Formerly the weavers lived by
manufacturing thetr texttles  Today the cloth imported fronl
Burbpe deprives  them of thus advantage ‘Thus the indusity
Which was carried on by each 1nthis country 1s paralysed

and lost The Enghsh have rendered themselves 1ts
masters

The Raja who formery enjoyed the proprietorship of
£00 villages 1s rusned as a result of the  circumstances explat
ned above Ve

» Law Courts have bt established to admunister ad 2ppa
rent justice - One cannot érumerate the sumetons arbitrary
acts which these Law Coutts have tomtitted hntl dtd tofam
itting 1n the dispensation of justice  Thus an ndividual
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seeking yustice 3s ruined 23 mu-h by the various frustrating
expenses as by the acts of extortion to which he 1s oblige to
agreed as by the various ways established for lodging appeal
Bganst a judgemert  Jt ven happens often that the plaintdff
and the defendant fose their fortune  Only the Treasury
profits by bringing about attachment and expropfiation The
werious gets mentioned above are the cause of the exaspera
$10n of the inhabitants of these countries

We have just been informed that the men holding
power dependent on the authonity of your majesty want to
vede Chandernagar to the Enghsh The inhabitants of
Hindustan are 1n general distressed at this measure  because
they s . that the population of this establishment which upto

ow was blest w th hving under a paternal Goverpment it
going to be subjected to the rule of the arbitrary

¢ " Allthe inhabuants of Hindustan are attached tothe
French nation because t“",y t5pemtsy, and will remember for
gverthe advantages vy, 7 ¢ received from the French

when they were in the service of the Rajas before the Eng
hish had s*ability 1t thesr Government  If upto the present
they hayc not given to the French nation the proof of their
devotion they were fored to act inthat way because the
English took from them undertaking not (o admit to their
service any engagement (sic)

Sir, we entreat you to give your protection to the
‘inhab of Hindustan and especially to Nana Saheb Like
that which you have given to these of Iran  For the ances
tors Nana Saheb had intimate connection with France Leen
admutting that this connection could not continue  domnot
reason snd equity demand that one should come 10 the assis
tance of 8 Prince buffetted by musfortune and fallen anto
dastress,
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All the Princes of Hindustan are thoroughly convinced
that Your Majesty willturn away from the danger which
threatens them and whose vivims they may become

in order to be convinced of the truth of the facts uted
above your Majesty may pleased to send a French deputy
so that he can venfy them  Your Mayesty will then see in
what posttion the great Nana Saheb finds himself

May the sunt of the Government of your Majesty shine

always for the hippiness of all those who peed its  beneficent
Tays

Signed Durgaprasad
and
Bhagavan Prasad
Attaches 1n the service of the
great Nana Saheb

The day of the

waxing moon of the
month

Bagapada

(August and September)



